Great Houghton Parish Council
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 21 May 2024 at the Village Hall, Leys Lane commencing at 7.30pm.
	In Attendance: Cllr S Williams, Cllr R Shaw, Cllr M Barham, Cllr J Havard, Cllr J Browett
	Also, in Attendance: M Billingham PC, Keith Barker, Revd Kris Seward, Bill McFarland 



	365/24 - Election of Chairman
	Cllr Sarah Williams was ELECTED as Chairman

	366/24 – Election of Vice Chairman
	Cllr Rosemary Shaw was ELECTED as Vice- Chair 

	367/24 – Apologies
	There were no apologies received

	368/24 – Approval of minutes ordinary council meeting held on Tuesday 16 April 24
	The Minutes of the ordinary council meeting held on the 16 April 2024 were APPROVED

	369/24 – Approval and/or Re-adoption of following policies
a) 
· Standing Orders 
· Declaration of Acceptance of Office
· Data Protection Policy
· Complaints Procedure 
· Equal Opportunities Policy 
· Governance Risk-Assessment Policy
· Internal Control Procedure
· Travel Allowance Policy
· Media Policy
· Training Policy
· Website Management policy
· Councillors Apology for Absence
· Code of Conduct
· Councillor Resignation Checklist
· Freedom of Information Transparency
· Councillor Resignation GDPR
· H&S Policy
· Model Publication Scheme
· Privacy Notice 
· PAG Terms of Reference
· Records Retention Policy
· Risk Management Policy Statement
b) 
· Approve Financial Regulations (updated)
· To Determine Council Action Plan 2024-2025
	

a) All Policies were Re-Adopted

























b) 
· The Financial Regulations was APPROVED.
· Council Action Plan Deferred to next meeting 




	370/24. Declaration of Interests 
a) To receive declaration of interests related to the business on the agenda.
	
There were no declaration of interest relating to the agenda

	Members are reminded that the disclosure of a Disclosable Pecuniary interest will require that the member withdraws from the meeting room during the transaction of that item of business)

	371/24. Public Participation Section  
	 The Reverend Kris Seward introduced himself as the new vicar for the parish. Was making his way round the village meeting people.  Bill McFarland enquired about The Geen Development and the current actions on the land. Chairman updated the meeting on the archaeological field trials being carried out 

	Members of the public are invited to address the council. limited to 15 minutes maximum with individual contributions limited to 3 minutes)

	372/24. To receive following Reports
a) To receive report from West Northamptonshire Councillors 
b) To receive reports from Police / PLR
c) To receive report from Great Houghton Playing Field Association
d) To receive Speed/Traffic Report
	a) There was no report from WNC councillors. The meeting was referred to recent changes at WNC. 
b) No crime reported in village during April. Theft by employee Brackmill, Assault The Lakes.
c) The meeting was referred to report previously circulated. 
d) The meeting was referred to report previously circulated. Will be undertaking Community Speed Watch during June.

	373/24. To consider and determine Councillor Vacancies

	Keith Barker indicated that he may be willing to consider becoming a councillor. ACTION Clerk to provide details to him.

	374/24. To receive and adopt the Finance & Administration Report 
a) To approve the Receipts and Payment Accounts to end of April 2024
b) Payments to be approved. 











c) To Receive and approve AGAR Section 1 Governance Statement
d) To receive and approve AGAR Section 2 Accounting Statement 
e) To receive and note Internal Control Report 
	a) The accounts to the end of April 24 were APPROVED with a balance of £41,874.35
b) The following payments were AUTHORISED
	Parish Clerk
	T00322
	Salary
	318.00
	 

	HMRC
	T00323
	PAYE
	146.40
	 

	HGM
	T00324
	Maintenance (0533)
	300.00
	50.00

	HGM
	T00325
	Maintenance 0547)
	300.00
	50.00

	HGM
	T00326
	Maintenance (0563)
	300.00
	50.00

	AC Print
	T00327
	Parish News
	310.00
	9.60

	NBB Furniture
	T00328
	Benches
	914.40
	152.40

	TTP Consult
	T00329
	Survey
	2700.00
	450.00

	Parish Clerk
	T00330
	Expenses
	34.58
	 

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	5323.38
	762.00

	Card Payments
	
	
	
	

	Amazon
	T00331
	Subscription 
	8.99
	

	TOTAL PAYMENTS FOR MONTH
	5332.37
	762.00




c) The AGAR Section 1 - Governance Statement was considered and APPROVED.
 
d) The AGAR Section 2 - Accounting Statement was considered and APPROVED.
e) The Internal Control Report was received and NOTED. 

It was noted that the council does not have power of competence due to number of members elected not meeting the required two thirds minimum. 

	375/24 To receive and consider Planning Matters
a) The Annual Planning Report
b) Receive report from PAG.
c) Update on Development at The Green
	a) There were no planning applications to be considered other than the draft response from planning consultant relating to the WNC Local Plan which the council APPROVED. ACTION Clerk to arrange submission by 2 June 24.
b) There was no report from the PAG.
c) There was no further update on development of The Green 

	376/24 To receive the Clerk’s Report
a) Update on Emergency Plan
b) Update on Speed Activated Camera
c) Update on Book Swap Kiosk
	a) The vicar was advised of the draft plan. ACTION Clerk to forward copy to Kris for consideration of Church input.
b) The meeting was advised that Richard Ahern had kindly offered to take on the responsibility for the speed activate sign. Along with the Clerk they had now serviced the sign and downloaded the latest data. The council expressed their thanks and appreciation to Richard.
c) The meeting was advised that Stuart & Karen Shepherd had kindly agreed to take on the responsibility for the Book-Swap Kiosk. The council expressed their thanks and appreciation to them. 

	377/24. To receive Report on village maintenance/Highway matters
a) Update on Leys Lane, Disused Railway/Cycleway/Footpath.
b) Update on Pocket Park replacement of bench.
	a) The meeting was advised that the disused railway had now been cut back although no action had been taken regarding the dangerous state of the steps or the slope. The Clerk had written further to ascertain if this was the first of planned maintenance but, so far had not received any response. Neither had he received any response regarding the gate that had now been padlocked, preventing residents with mobility scooters from being able to gain access. ACTION Clerk to pursue further.
b) The meeting was advised that the two new benches for the pocket park had now been delivered and awaited fitting.

	378/24. To consider the monthly public messages

	Reverend Kris Seward wished to express his thanks for welcoming garden party and looked forward to meeting people.  
Residents need to be aware of warnings issued regarding the charging and disposal of batteries. 


Meeting closed 8.40pm
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