Great Houghton Parish Council

Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting of Great Houghton Parish Council held on Tuesday 17 September 2024 at the Village Hall, Leys Lane commencing at 7.30pm.

	In Attendance: Cllr S Williams, Cllr J Havard, Cllr D Clingo
	Also, in Attendance: M Billingham PC, Sara Homes Brackmills Management, WNC Cllr Andrew Grant



	409/24. Opening Procedures
a) To receive and approve apologies for absence:
b) To approve the minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 20 August 2024
c) To receive declaration of interests related to the business on the agenda.
	
a) Apologies were received from Cllr R Shaw, Cllr K Baker, Cllr M Barham, Cllr J Browett
b) The minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 20 August 2024 were APPROVED.
c) There were no declaration of interests relating to agenda items.

	Members are reminded that the disclosure of a Disclosable Pecuniary interest will require that the member withdraws from the meeting room during the transaction of that item of business)

	410/24. Public Participation Section  
	Sara Homes BIC Raised issue with woods, fire breaks, old building and flooding. Seeking joint support in rectifying

	Members of the public are invited to address the council. limited to 15 minutes maximum with individual contributions limited to 3 minutes)

	411/24. To receive following Reports
a) To receive report from West Northamptonshire Councillors 
b) To receive reports from Police / PLR
c) To receive report from Great Houghton Playing Field Association
	a) WNC Cllr Andrew Grant provided a report. See Appendix A 
b) The meeting was referred to Police report previously circulated. There was just one Common Assault reported during August. The matter of electric scooters being ridden through village was being investigated.
c) There was no report from GHPFA. 

	412/24. To consider and determine Councillors areas, responsibilities and training requirements
	Due to number of councillors not being present, this matter deferred to next council meeting

	413/24. To receive and adopt the Finance & Administration Report 
a) To approve the Receipts and Payment Accounts to end of Aug 2024
b) Payments to be authorised. 
	a) The accounts to the end of August 2024 were APPROVED with a balance of £32.971.44
b) The following payments were AUTHORISED.
	Parish Clerk
	T00360
	Salary
	318.00
	

	HMRC
	T00361
	PAYE
	146.00
	

	HGM
	T00362
	Maintenance
	300.00
	50.00

	HGM
	T00363
	Maintenance
	300.00
	50.00

	MAPC
	T00364
	Printer 50%
	35.00
	

	Parish Clerk
	T00365
	Expenses
	48.18
	

	
	
	
	1147.18
	100.00




	414/24 To receive and consider Planning Matters
a) The Annual Planning Report
b) Receive report from PAG.
c) Update on Development at The Green and to receive report from councillors on further workshop 13 Sep.
	a) 2024/4135/Full 1A Weddell Road. The council had no comment to make relating to this application.
b) There was nothing to report from PAG.
c) The meeting was shown large plans provided at the recent workshop. Small community centre with possible commercial shops separate sports area in centre of development, bus service will loop in and out of development. The Council remains most concerned to ensure that part of The Green is closed thereby reducing traffic through village, that drainage away from village is fully and properly addressed and appropriate traffic calming measures through the village along The Green and High Street are a condition for any planning approval.  ACTION clerk to write to Cllr Larratt seeking his attendance at public meeting on Friday 

	415/24 To receive the Clerk’s Report
a) Update on issue relating to horses in field
b) Update on Business cards for Councillors
	a) Residents have expressed concerns relating to recent incidents with horses kept in field. The Owner had thanked the council for their assistance in having the horse recovered. ACTION Clerk to contact owner and offer possible assistance in addressing future issues.
b) The meeting was referred to the draft cards previously circulated. It was RESOLVED to purchase 25 for each councillor

	416/24. To receive Report on village maintenance/Highway matters
a) Update on Leys Lane, Disused Railway/Cycleway/Footpath.
b) Cutting back of hedges and verges

c) Fire Breaks Brackmills Wood

	
a) There was no further update on Leys Lane
b) Regarding the concerns raised at the last meeting, it was noted that the next day the grass outside the bungalows in Willow Lane had been cut. They had not however cut the verge in front of the surrounding wall. This has now been taken on by the GHPC contractor along with the verge outside 35 High Street. Both of which will be included in future maintenance schedule.
c) Further to issue raised by Sara Homes (above). ACTION Clerk to write to WNC seeking a joint site visit to consider and determine action to be taken.

	417/24. To consider environmental & Biodiversity Matters 
	
There were no matters to consider

	418/24. To consider the monthly public messages

	 Resident to be reminded of public drop-in session being held at the Village Hall Gt Houghton from 12noon to 8pm on Friday 20 September regarding development of the now named Wymersley Green.


Meeting Closed at 8.50pm



Signed……………………………………….		Dated…………………………………………………


Appendix A

From Councillor Andrew Grant to Great Houghton Parish Council 17/9/24

Andrew mentioned the success of the Men’s tour of Britain cycle race.
Significant money was brought into the local economy from the numbers who visited to
watch the racing.
Bridge Street is finally opened to traffic following the demolition of the fire damage building.
As mentioned at the previous meeting Cllr Phil Larratt is talking with officers at WNC to get.
the Leys Road resurfaced up to the entrance of the community centre.
WNC Cabinet had an item on the agenda tonight to look at a new capital budget of
£20,000,000 to build children homes to significantly reduce the out of County revenue.
placement costs of a child in care.
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