Great Houghton Parish Council
Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting of Great Houghton Parish Council held on Tuesday 15 April 2025 at the Village Hall commencing at 7.30pm.

	In Attendance: Cllr R Shaw, Cllr M Barham, Cllr K Barker, Cllr J Havard
	Also, in Attendance: M Billingham Clerk, WNC Cllr S Clarke, S Welch, B Gisovska, PCSO L Shelton


The business to be transacted is as follows:
	489/25. Opening Procedures
a) To receive and approve apologies for absence:
b) To approve the minutes of the ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 18 March 2025
c) To receive declaration of interests related to the business on the agenda.
	a) Apologies were received from Cllr S Williams
b) The minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 18 March 2025 were APPROVED.
c) There were no declaration of interests relating to agenda items

	Members are reminded that the disclosure of a Disclosable Pecuniary `1 will require that the member withdraws from the meeting room during the transaction of that item of business)

	490/25. Public Participation Section  

	 No one present wished to address the council.

	Members of the public are invited to address the council. limited to 15 minutes maximum with individual contributions limited to 3 minutes)

	491/25. To receive following Reports
a) To receive report from West Northamptonshire Councillors 
b) To receive reports from Police 

c) To receive report from Great Houghton Playing Field Association
d) To receive and note the MVAS Report for March 25
	a) The meeting was referred to the April report from WNC Cllr Clarke previously circulated. Cllr Clarke provided a summary (see Appendix A) 
b) The meeting was referred to the communication from the Police regarding speed camera activities. PCSO Shelton advised of the Five burglaries person arrested 2 vehicle interference, remainder connected buildings. Person arrested and currently detained. 
c) The meeting was referred to the GHPFA report and minutes previously circulated. The clerk confirmed that the contribution from GHPFA towards the annual insurance renewal had been received.
d) The MVAS report for March 25 was received and noted. The council would be interested in seeing what difference the Queen Eleanor Road works will make to future reports.

	492/25. To receive and adopt the Finance & Administration Report 
a) To approve the Receipts and Payment Accounts to end of March 2025
b) Confirm Payments to be authorised. 









c) To receive and note Internal Control Report Jan to Mar 2025
d) To note NCALC appointment of Internal Auditor 
	a) The accounts to the end of March 2025 being the end of the financial year were APPROVED.
b) The following payments were AUTHORISED.
	Post Office 
	Card
	Stamps
	13.60
	

	Parish Clerk
	T00419
	Salary
	241.50
	

	HMRC
	T00420
	PAYE
	241.50
	

	C Humphrey
	T00421
	Distribution
	30.00
	

	Rogers Quickprint
	T00422
	Parish News
	297.00
	

	HGM
	T00423
	Maintenance (0801)
	300.00
	50.00

	NCALC
	T00424
	Membership
	772.95
	61.20

	AC Print
	T00425
	Parish News
	300.00
	

	Parish Clerk
	T00426
	Expenses
	59.25
	

	HGM
	T00427
	Maintenance (0817)
	300.00
	50.00

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	2555.80
	161.20



c) The Internal Control Report for period Jan – Mar 2025 was received and noted.
d) The meeting was advised that NCALC had appointed Tina Charteress as the Internal Auditor 


	493/25. To Consider Councillor Vacancies

	Shane Welch was welcomed to the meeting, having completed a casual vacancy application form to become a councillor. It was RESOLVED to co-opt Shane Welch onto the parish council, thereby filling the vacancy created following the resignation of David Clingo. 

	494/25. To receive the Clerks Report
a) To Consider and determine dates for Annual Parish Council and Annual Parish Meetings
	a) It was RESOLVED that the Annual Parish Council Meeting will take place on Tuesday 20 May 2025. It was further RESOLVED that the annual parish meeting will take place on Thursday 29 May 2025. 


	495/25 To receive and consider Planning Matters
a) The Annual Planning Report
b) Receive report from PAG.
c) To consider and determine response to David Lock Associates enquiry relating to Wymersley Green

	a) The meeting was referred to the response from PAG to the planning application 2025/0819/Full – 41 Lime Fam Way which was ENDORCED. 
b) There was nothing to report from PAG.
c) The meeting considered the enquiry relating to Wymersley Green and the subsequent response from the planning consultant. ACTION due to the absence of Cllr Williams, this matter deferred to seek further advice.


	496/25. To Receive Correspondence & Communications 

	There was no correspondence or communications received that were not covered by agenda items.


	497/25. To receive Report on village maintenance/Highway matters
a) Update on Leys Lane, Disused Railway/Cycleway/Footpath. 
b) Update on rear property vehicle entrance Leys Lane 
c) Update on Bridge repairs
d) Update on concern expressed regarding new lamps fitted
	a) The meeting was referred to communication with WNC Cllr Clarke and Simon Bowers regarding maintenance of the cycleway/footpath. It was hoped that further progress may be made.


b) See above minute 495/25 (a). Awaiting decision by WNC Planning.
c) There was no further update.

d) The meeting was referred to communication from WNC Cllr Clarke and Michelle Johnson Senior Business Improvement Officer Highways. Despite initial denial of any lamps having been altered, subsequently advised that some had been replaced with LED. Inspection shows that at least five have been replaced in the High Street/The Green, and all of Lime Farm Way, excluding the one opposite the junction. Two have been replaced in Cherry Tree Lane which is within the Conservation area of the village. The council is most concerned with the complete lack pf consultation by WNC on this lighting project. Contrary to the response received the new lamps are not brighter but a lot dimmer leading to complaints being received and the parish council being unable to provide any answer or explanation.


	498/25. To consider environmental & Biodiversity Matters 

	Construction Waste at bus stop on Bedford Road has been there for some five week and still not been removed despite several reports having been lodged. ACTION The parish council is most concerned to know by whose authority and for what reason this waste has been dumped there.


	499/25. To consider the monthly public messages

	Reminder voting on 1 May 2025 at Village Hall. Photo ID is a compulsory requirement.
Please ensure to check your property security at all times.



Meeting closed 8.30pm 






Signed………………………………………………..	Dated…………………………………..



Appendix A
Sam Simons, Service Manager Commissioning & Contract Management, WNC Highways and Transport
met Great Houghton Parish Council on site in Leys Lane to review the new extended footpath and
longstanding problems. We have asked the WNC design team to create an option to complete the
outstanding actions as discussed. I have chased the outcome, but I am hopeful that we will have an
adequate way forward. Once I have further news, I shall be in touch.
Following my recent enquiries on behalf of Great Houghton Parish Council, I investigated whether
their street lights had been modified by WNC to increase the level of brightness. WNC has now
clarified that the lighting changes in 2015 were not LED lights and that we have now started rolling
out the LED replacement programme and that the High Street, in Great Houghton has been recently
updated. It seems that you will be able to tell the difference as the lamps on the poles look different
to what was the replacement programme between 2011-2016. When the new LED lights are first
installed, there are a couple of days when the lights will be brighter than our standards, but this
resolves itself after the first couple of days and the lighting levels will then be at WNC’s standards. On
11 April 2025, I sought an explanation from Highways about the lack of consultation with the Parish
Council regarding the Street Light changes which took place in the High Street recently. Once I have
further news, I shall be in touch.
On 25 March 2025, I asked Simon Bowers, WNC Assistant Director, Assets & Environment to make
contact with Mike Billingham, Clerk to Great Houghton Parish Council and Sarah Williams, Chairman
of Great Houghton Parish Council with a copy to me to explain how WNC intends to resolve this broken
steps and overgrown cycle path. The broken steps will be completely repaired by the end of April
2025. The regular maintenance of the overgrown cycle path is now included in the ongoing landscape
maintenance by adding this area to regular maintenance under the Environmental Services Contract
with Veolia/Idverde. On the landscaping, it has been added to the contract as tree belt or spinney,
which calls for fairly light maintenance, essentially cutting back a couple of times a year. In a seminatural environment like that this seems appropriate.
On 14 April 2025, I wrote to Penny Mould who will be leading the writing of the brief for the
assessment of the Brackmills disused railway corridor asking her to help bring this active travel route
forward, particularly the Great Houghton link. You have a resident who makes full use of his disability
scooter to access Northampton and he is encountering a number of obstacles on his route.
On 13 March 2025, in support of West Northamptonshire farmers, I proposed a motion to Council
about the tax change affecting farmers which will be effective from April 2026. This was seconded by
Councillor Daniel Lister and approved by Council. Please read the text of my proposal in my Monthly
Report.
I have received a great deal of interest in my Third-Party Grant Funding document, which I publish
quarterly and the April 2025 version will be available next week.
West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) will be four years old next month, and plans to continue to
improve outcomes for communities over the next four years

The unitary authority, which replaced the previous district, borough and county councils on 1 April
2021, has been making solid progress against its priorities since it was formed as “a fresh start for
delivering better public services across West Northamptonshire.” See my Monthly Report.
The Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs is consulting on changes to Land Use. The
consultation states that: “England has limited land with growing demands being made of it. This
consultation explores the land use changes implied by commitments to restore nature, support food
production, improve climate resilience and deliver new housing and infrastructure." See my Monthly
Report.
According to the Government's CPO guidance it will now be easier to bring forward schemes using a
CPO. Read about the impact of these changes in my Monthly Report.
A full review of the Housing Allocations Scheme will take place this year following its first year of
operation. See my Monthly Report.
More volunteers are needed to ensure that the Denton Surgery Patients Group (DSPG) can grow its
Volunteer Patient Transport Service. Driving and using public transport can be challenging for people
with health conditions or restricted mobility. It’s more than just transportation. It’s offering them a
lifeline. If you are interested in finding out more then you can e-mail the coordinator@dspg.me or
telephone 07506866298.
On 31 March 2025, work started on the long-awaited scheme to improve the Queen Eleanor
Interchange in Northampton and it will continue until December 2025.
Do let me know about your plans for the Commemoration of the 80th anniversary of Victory in Europe
(VE) Day, marking the end of World War II in Europe on 8 May 1945. I have already been invited to a
number of events and I intend to attend as many as I can across Cogenhoe and the Houghtons.
This year’s Polling Day on Thursday 1 May will see changes to voter arrangements after a recent
electoral review reduced the number of West Northants councillors to be elected from 93 to 76 and
with new ward boundaries across the area.
As one of your prospective candidates for election I shall be out and about in Cogenhoe & the
Houghtons over the next few weeks. If you see me on my travels do chat to me so that I can catch up
with you. You can contact me at any time, and I will listen and provide support when needed. Many
of you will know me from the 3,000+ community events I have attended over the last few years, or
my presence on Facebook. For those that don’t, then I look forward to meeting you on the doorstep.
As this is my last report of this administration, I would like to thank you for your support and to say
that it has been a privilege and a pleasure to serve you and tackle the many challenges you face. I
have worked tirelessly to address your needs and concerns, and if elected on 1 May 2025, I will
continue to fight for the issues that matter whether it is protecting what is special about our rural area
or improving local services
2   		Sig/Init………….


1         Sig/Init………….     Great Houghton   Parish Council   Minutes of th e   Ordinary  Council  Meeting of  Great Houghton   Parish Council held  on  Tuesday  15 April   2025   at the Village Hall  commencing at 7. 30 pm.    

In Attendance:   Cllr R Shaw, Cllr M Barham,  Cllr K Barker, Cllr  J H avard  Also, in Attendance:   M Billingham Clerk,  WNC  Cllr S Clarke,  S Welch , B Gisovska , PCSO L  Shelton  

The business to be transacted is as follows:  

4 89 /25 .  Opening Procedures   a)   To receive and approve  apologies for absence:   b)   To approve the minutes of the   o rdinary   Parish  Council Meeting held on T uesday  18   March   202 5   c)   To receive declaration of interests related to the  business on the  agenda.  a)   Apologies were received from Cllr S  Williams   b)   The minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council  Meeting on Tuesday 18 March 2025 were  APPROVED .   c)   There were no declaration of interests  relating to agenda items  

Members are reminded that the disclosure of a Disclosable Pecuniary  `1   will require that the member withdraws from the meeting  room during the transaction of that item of business )  

4 90 /25 .   Public Participation Section        No one present wished to address the council.  

Members of the public are invited to address the council. limited to 15 minutes maximum with individual contributions limited   to 3  minutes )  

4 91 /25 . To receive following  Reports   a)   To receive report from West  Northamptonshire Councillors     b)   To receive reports from  Police      c)   To receive report from Great  Houghton Playing Field  Association   d)   To receive and note the  MVAS Report for  March   25  a)   The meeting was referred to the April report from WNC Cllr  Clarke previously circulated.   Cllr Clarke provided a summary  (see Appendix A)    b)   The meeting was referred to the communication from the Police   regarding speed camera activities.   PCSO Shelton advised of the  Five burglaries person arrested 2  vehicle interference, remainder  connected   build ings. Person arrested and currently detained.     c)   The meeting was referred to the GHPFA report and minutes  previously circulated. The clerk confirmed that the contribution  from GHPFA towards the annual insurance renewal had been  received.   d)   The MVAS report for March 25 was received and noted. The  council would be interested in seeing what difference the  Queen  Eleanor Road   works will make to future reports.  

4 92 /25 .   To receive and adopt the  Finance & Administration Report     a)   To  approve the   Receipts and  Payment Accounts to end of   March   2025   b)   Confirm  Payments to be  authorised .                a)   The accounts to the end of March 2025 being the end of the  financial year were  APPROVED .   b)   T he following payments were  AUTHORISED.  

Post Office   Card  Stamps  13.60   

Parish Clerk  T00419  Salary  241.50   

HMRC  T00420  PAYE  241.50   

C Humphrey  T00421  Distribution  30.00   

Rogers  Quickprint  T00422  Parish News  297.00   

HGM  T00423  Maintenance (0801)  300.00  50.00  

NCALC  T00424  Membership  772.95  61.20  

AC Print  T00425  Parish News  300.00   

Parish Clerk  T00426  Expenses  59.25   

HGM  T00427  Maintenance (0817)  300.00  50.00  

