Great Houghton Parish Council
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 20 May 2025 at the Village Hall, Leys Lane commencing at 7.30pm.

	In Attendance: Cllr S Smith, Cllr R Shaw, Cllr M Barham, Cllr J Havard, Cllr K Barker, Cllr S Welch
	Also, in Attendance: M Billingham Clerk, WNC Cllr S Clarke, A Buglass GHPFA



	001/25 - Election of Chairman

	Cllr S Williams was ELECTED chairman and confirmed her acceptance of office

	002/25 – Election of Vice Chairman

	Cllr R Shaw was ELECTED Vice-Chair and confirmed her acceptance of office.

	003/25 – Apologies

	No Apologies were received

	004/25 – Approval of minutes ordinary council meeting Tuesday 15 April 2025

	The minutes of the ordinary council meeting held on Tuesday 15 April 2025 were APPROVED

	005/25 – Confirmation of election of councillors
a) Declaration of Acceptance of Office
b) Completion of Declaration of Pecuniary Interests

	a) Following the election held on the 1 May 2025. All newly elected councillors CONFIRMED their acceptance of office
b) Councillors were advised of the need to provide the clerk with a completed declaration of interests.

	006/25 – Approval and/or Re-adoption of following policies
· Approve Standing Orders (updated)
· Approve Financial Regulations (updated)
· Data Protection Policy
· Complaints Procedure 
· Equal Opportunities Policy 
· Governance Risk-Assessment Policy
· Internal Control Procedure
· Travel Allowance Policy
· Media Policy
· Training Policy
· Website Management policy
· Code of Conduct
· Freedom of Information Transparency
· H&S Policy
· Model Publication Scheme
· Privacy Notice 
· Records Retention Policy
· Risk Management Policy Statement
· To consider and determine Council Action Plan 2025-2026
	The meeting was referred to the required updated Standing Orders & Financial Regulations policies, previously circulated. The council APPROVED these policies.

The clerk confirmed that there was no change to any of the other policies which were RE-ADOPTED.

















The Matter of the Council Action Plan was deferred to the next meeting for further consideration. ACTION Clerk to circulate draft update.




	007/25. Declaration of Interests 
a) To receive declaration of interests related to the business on the agenda.
	a) There were no declaration of interests relating to the remaining agenda items.

	Members are reminded that the disclosure of a Disclosable Pecuniary interest will require that the member withdraws from the meeting room during the transaction of that item of business)

	008/25. Public Participation Section  
	 Angus Buglass addressed the meeting regarding the current ill health of the GHPFA Treasure/Secretary Bill Hart and the challenges this presented to the committee due to lack of numbers. See Minute below

	Members of the public are invited to address the council. limited to 15 minutes maximum with individual contributions limited to 3 minutes)

	008/25. To receive following Reports
a) To receive report from West Northamptonshire Councillors 
b) To receive reports from Police / PLR
c) To receive report from Great Houghton Playing Field Association

d) To receive Speed/Traffic Report
	a) The meeting was referred to the Report from WNC Cllr Clarke, previously circulated. Review of A428 Red Route Bedford Road, streetlighting site meeting with officers. Enquired about light sequence in areas of town, construction waste removed, 41 bus service ongoing discussions.
b) The meeting was referred to the Police report previously circulated. 1 x criminal damage in the village, business burglary Brackmills.
c) The meeting was referred to the report from Mike Barham and the notice of current operating difficulties previously circulated. ACTIONS, Shane Welch offered to take on bookings, will liaise with Angus and attend next GHPFA committee meeting to discuss matters further. Parish Clerk offered to oversee payments and accounts. Chairman to seek further support through Parish News and matter to be further discussed at Annual Parish Meeting next week.
d) The Speed/Traffic report for April was received and it was NOTED that there had been an increase in vehicle numbers of 1668 (4.2%) and an increase in vehicles above speed limit of 618 (25%) following the commencement of the Queen Eleanor roadworks. ACTION Clerk to forward information to Police

	009/25. To consider and determine Councillor Vacancies
a) Further co-option of Councillor
	a) Further to the decision taken at the April meeting to co-opt Shane Welch onto the council in order to fill existing vacancy. The Clerk advised, as all councillor’s term off office expired with the election on the 1 May 25. It was RESOLVED to again co-opt Shane Welch onto the council for the new four-year period of office.

	010/25. To receive and adopt the Finance & Administration Report 
a) To approve the Receipts and Accounts to end of April 2025
b) Payments to be authorised. 













c) To receive and approve AGAR Section 1 Governance Statement
d) To receive and approve AGAR Section 2 Accounting Statement 
e) To receive and note Internal Auditors Report 
	a) The Accounts to the end of April 2025 were APPROVED with a balance of £46,888.84


b) The following payments were AUTHORISED
	Amazon
	Card
	Folders
	22.68
	3.78

	Amazon
	Card
	Dividers
	10.99
	1.83

	Amazon
	card
	subscription
	8.99
	

	Amazon
	card
	Folder
	8.90
	1.48

	Mark Lineham
	T00428
	Maintenance (test)
	505.00
	

	Amazon
	Card
	Print Ink 
	16.99
	2.83

	Parish Clerk
	T00429
	Salary
	241.50
	

	HMRC
	T00430
	PAYE
	241.50
	

	HGM
	T00431
	Maintenance (0850)
	300.00
	50.00

	HGM
	T00432
	Maintenance (0836)
	300.00
	50.00

	S Barham
	T00433
	Flower Beds
	26.24
	

	SLCC
	T00434
	Membership
	110.00
	

	Parish Clerk
	T00435
	Expenses
	35.25
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	1828.04
	109.92



c) The AGAR Section 1 Governance Statement was received and APPROVED
d) The AGAR Section 2 Accounting Statement was received and APPROVED
e) The Internal Auditors Report was received and NOTED.

	011/25 To receive and consider Planning Matters
a) The Annual Planning Report
b) Receive report from PAG.
c) Update on Development at The Green
	a) There were no planning applications to consider.
b) There were no matters for the PAG to report
c) The meeting was referred to the response to the enquiry received from developer’s agent.

	012/25 To receive the Clerk’s Report
	Nothing to report 

	013/25 – To receive Correspondence & Communications

	The Meeting was referred to the communication from Castesby Estates relating to Hardingstone Rise 1000 homes development. ACTION Clerk to respond advising that council meetings are open to public attendance. 

	014/25. To receive Report on village maintenance/Highway matters
a) Update on Leys Lane, Disused Railway/Cycleway/Footpath.
	a) There was no update on these matters due to the election period. ACTION Clerk to contact Northants Partnership Homes regarding the grass cutting at The Bungalows, Willow Lane

	015/25. To consider the monthly public messages

	 Volunteers to assist GHPFA urgently required to assist in the management of the village hall and playing field.
Please attend the Annual Parish Meeting on Thursday 29 May at the village hall from 7.30pm


Meeting closed at 8.35pm


Siigned………………………………………………..                   Dated……………………………………………….
2
Sig/Init……………..

1   Sig/Init … … … … … ..   Great Houghton   Parish Council   Minutes of   t he   Annual Parish   Council  Meeting   held  on  Tu esday  2 0   May   202 5   at the Village  Hall, Leys Lane   commencing at 7. 30 pm.    

In Attendance:  Cllr S Smith,   Cllr R Shaw, Cllr M  Barham, Cllr J Havard, Cllr K Barker, Cllr S Welch  Also, in Attendance:  M Billingham Clerk,   WNC  Cllr S Clarke, A Buglass GHPFA  

 

001 /2 5   -   Election of Chairman    Cllr  S   Williams   was  ELECTED   chairman   and  confirmed her acceptance of office  

002/25   –   Election of Vice Chairman    Cllr R Shaw was  ELECTED   Vice - Chair and  confirmed her acceptance of office.  

003/25   –   Apologies    No Apologies were received  

004/25   –   Approval of minutes ordinary  council meeting Tuesday 1 5   April 2 025    The minutes of the ordinary council meeting  held on Tuesday 15 April 2025 were  APPROVED  

005/25  –   Confirmation of election of  councillors   a)   Declaration of Acceptance of Office   b)   Completion   of Declaration of  Pecuniary Interests    a)   Following the election held on the 1 May  2025. All newly elected councillors  CONFIRMED   their acceptance of office   b)   Councillors were advised of the need to  provide the clerk with a completed  declaration of  interests.  

006/25   –   Approval and/or Re - adoption of  following policies      Approve  Standing Orders  ( updated )      Approve   Financial Regulations  ( updated)      Data Protection Policy      Complaints Procedure       Equal Opportunities Policy       Governance  Risk - Assessment  Policy      Internal Control Procedure      Travel Allowance Policy      Media Policy      Training Policy      Website Management policy      Code of Conduct      Freedom of Information  Transparenc y      H&S Policy      Model Publication Scheme      Privacy Notice       Records  Retention Policy  The meeting was referred to the required  updated Standing Orders & Financial  Regulations policies, previously circulated. The  council  APPROVED  these  policies.     The clerk confirmed that there was no change  to any of the other policies which were  RE - ADOPTED.                                    

