Great Houghton Parish Council

Minutes of the Great Houghton Annual Parish Meeting 
 held at 7.45 pm on Thursday 29 May 2025 at 
Great Houghton Village Hall, Leys Lane, NN4 0AN. 

The business to be transacted at the meeting is as follows:

1. Appointment of the Minutes Clerk – Mike Billingham Parish Clerk -APPROVED

2. Apologies – Were received from- John Sullivan, Shane Welch, Mike Barham, Rev. Kris Seaward. 

3. Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on the 23 May 2024. - APPROVED

4. Chairman’s report – Cllr Sarah Williams
I have now been Chair of the Parish Council for two years.  I would like to thank all the members of the Parish Council for their continued commitment and enthusiasm.  We are also very fortunate to have the support of a wonderful Parish Clerk, whose energy and knowledge greatly benefits this community.
Parish Council changes this year 
In the last year, we have had a number of changes in membership.  I would like to thank our former councillors John Browett and David Clingo for their service.  I would also like to note the contribution of Councillor Keith Barker who joined us partway through this year and welcome our newest Councillor Shane Welch.  We still have one vacancy which needs to be filled going forwards to assist in fulfilling our current roles and to meet future challenges, particularly in the form of planning.   The vacancy will be advertised in the Parish News and on Facebook.
The Past Year and the Next
The principal challenge which presented itself this year was planning and the same is likely to be the case in the year ahead.  
(a) Wymersley Green   
This year we have continued to deal with the planning application in respect of the land at the top of the village, which development is now referred to as “Wymersley Green”.  This year, an application was submitted for outline permission in respect of access only. 
The Parish Council utilised our planning consultant to prepare the formal portion of our response, which we then added to by way of setting out the village’s perspective.  The provisions of the Great Houghton Neighbourhood Plan (which our residents helped us to pass) played a significant role in the way the application made needed to be formulated and in our response to that application.  Also of great significance was the professionally drawn independent traffic survey which was commissioned by the Parish Council.  This was presented by us to WNC prior to the application being submitted and the developer applicants were advised that their application needed to meet the contents of that survey.   
We expect that further applications will be made in the coming year regarding more detailed aspects of the proposed development and we will need to respond to these.    
(b) Hardingstone Rise 
We have recently been advised that another set of developers wish to develop a further area of land adjacent to Wymersley Green, with over 1,000 houses proposed.  A Scoping Application (which is a precursor to a planning application) has been made.  The land falls within Little Houghton parish and we were not initially consulted, however, we intend to respond to this in conjunction with Little Houghton Parish Council.  
(c) Other 
This year has also seen the extension and improvement of the footpath between the High Street and Leys Lane.  We have also continued to try to further other projects including resurfacing Leys Lane and repairs to the cycle track.  
We also procured the 20mph advisory signs for the village and purchased the Remembrance Day soldier which is currently on display on the Green.

5. [bookmark: _Hlk135837154]To receive the reports from following organisations:

· WNC Ward Councillors – The meeting was referred to the May report from WNC Cllr Stephen Clarke which is available on the parish council website at: https://www.greathoughton.org.uk/west-northants-council-report/

· Police – There was no report from the Police. The meeting was referred to monthly crime reports that are detailed in parish council minutes available on the website at: https://www.greathoughton.org.uk/minutes-agendas/

· GHPFA – debate
The chairman advised that the meeting was hoping to hear from Great Houghton Playing Fields Association themselves, as a report from them is on tonight’s agenda.  Unfortunately, due to current difficulties there was no report received. Firstly, I wanted to thank them for all the work which they have put in this year to keep the village hall and playground running and to put on a number of great events, including the fireworks and the Halloween disco amongst others.  I am sure their report would have given further details of those achievements. But I also wanted to take this opportunity to underscore the fact that they urgently need new members.  To act as trustees, to help run the village hall and the playground and to organise and put on the events which we know the residents of this village love.  
For some years, this work has been undertaken by a group dedicated volunteers, but over the years that group has reduced in size such that its continued operation has rested on key members. Given recent events, unless they have additional volunteers they may be unable to continue.  Don’t let us lose this valuable community resource and hub.  Please speak to GHPFA’s chairman or the Parish Clerk to volunteer. –  A number of those present indicated that they would be willing to help and assist in various ways.  ACTION GHPFA to be notified accordingly.


· Neighbourhood Watch – No report received
· Community Speed Watch – No report received

· Parish News
It’s difficult to believe but, since taking over the role, I have just put together my 10th  edition of Parish News for June and July 2025 - Issue No.156.
I’m comfortable with the role, the publishing schedule and meeting the deadlines.  Contact with the regular contributors is something that I especially enjoy, turning their articles into pages they are pleased to see in print.  
I do try to review and update details and pages, so I hope each edition is a tiny bit better than the last one.  
Some small changes across the previous editions: 
· Using the same font on original pieces across the magazine 
· Increasing the font size to make the magazine easier to read by everyone, in line with the Parish Council  guidelines for accessibility.  
· On each original page using:
· custom margins
· standard line spacing,
· logos where I can
· having headings in upper case.
· Added a ‘What’s on in…’ feature including diary dates.

Some thoughts for the future:
•	Market available advertising space especially the colour pages/space. 
•	Increase the number of adverts, to help cover the paper publication costs, and the possibility of printing in full colour. 
•	Ask for feedback and comments to focus on what people want to see along with the regular features.
•	Request contributions, editorial and features from different contributors. 
•	With consideration for data control/GDPR, deliver requested digital versions direct to inboxes. Or send a link to access the digital version on the village website when the magazine is uploaded. 
•	Enhance and improve links to the village website as a digital resource to access, up to date information between publications.

Your feedback and questions are welcomed.
Plus if you have any ideas for features, contributions or suggestions for future editions I’m  very pleased to receive these.
Denise Gibson

· Pocket Park – No report received 

· Short Mat Bowls
Great Houghton Short Mat Bowls Club was formed by local residents David and Catherine Robbins in 2003. Apart from brief interruptions for Covid in 2020 and the closure of the Village Hall carpark in January this year, we have been providing short mat bowls opportunities for residents of Great Houghton and nearby villages for the last 22 years.
We provide two sessions per week on Monday nights and Tuesday mornings with each session lasting two hours. We offer a mixture of social bowls and competitive matches – something for everyone really, regardless of ability.
At present we have 27 Members, but this number does fluctuate from year to year. Most of our Members are in the 65+ age bracket but we do have a small number of “younger Members” plus one Junior Member. Our Membership is split fairly equally between male and female. There is no gender distinction in short mat bowls – all Members play together on an equal footing.
Our Club operates within the terms of a written constitution, and we have a fully functioning Management Committee and Officers all of whom were recently re-elected at our AGM held last week.
As with most Clubs and Societies, finances can be challenging. Our biggest regular outgoing is for the hire of the Village Hall and, ideally, we like to cover this weekly cost from the small attendance fee each Member pays every time they attend a session. Unfortunately, we don’t achieve this objective on every occasion, so we are, increasingly, relying on our Reserves to cover any shortfall. We were very relieved, therefore, to hear recently, that the GHPFA had agreed to hold hall hire fees at the existing figure for another year. Equipment for short mat bowls is very expensive – a new mat, fenders, foot mats etc costs in the region of £1,250. We have three mats all of which will need replacing within the next two or three years.
We have tried various methods to gain new Members in recent years but with very little success – word of mouth remains the best form of recruitment in our experience. We would certainly love to see more residents of Great Houghton using our Club but, we imagine that most of the other Village organisations would say the same thing.
John Sullivan

· WI – No report received

· Church
· As I reflect on the past year since arriving in the benefice, I am filled with gratitude. It has been a time of settling in, of new beginnings, and of discovering the richness of life in these four wonderful communities—Cogenhoe, Great Houghton, Brafield on the Green, and Little Houghton.  From the moment Karen and I arrived, we have been warmly welcomed—not just by our churches, but by the wider communities. We are deeply thankful to God for all that He is doing across the benefice, and for bringing me here to serve.
At St Mary’s, we are facing some significant challenges. Our regular congregation is very small, and the cost of maintaining the church building and supporting the ministry here is becoming increasingly difficult to meet. And yet, there have been real signs of hope. Our Crib Service on Christmas Eve drew 45 people—adults and children—and reminded us that the church still holds a place in the heart of the village.
We are also exploring new ways of connecting with the wider community. I will soon be meeting with the Wildlife Trust to look at the potential for an eco-friendly churchyard—a project we hope the village community might like to take the lead in. We are also considering a monthly café-style gathering in the village hall: informal, welcoming, and centred on friendship, food, and faith.
But we need help. And we need prayer. The reality is that without additional support, our cherished St Mary’s may struggle to continue serving and supporting the village in the way it has for generations. This is a real concern, but we continue to trust in God's provision and hold fast to the hope that together as a community, we can find a way forward. Our prayer is that St Mary’s will not only remain open, but continue to serve as a blessing to the whole village for many years to come. God bless Rev. Kris Seward


6. Questions from the floor – questions were raised regarding the format of the GHPFA. -  ACTION Copy of the Constitution to be circulated.

7. Chairman’s closing remarks
The Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and their expressed willingness to assist GHPFA. 
The chairman also thanked the significant number of volunteers (you know who you are) who help keep our village a great place to live, including those who:
- manage the flower boxes - look after the book swap - cut the verges - empty the dog waste bins-  manage the defibrillators - operate the speed activated sign and the speed awareness camera - the Pocket Park Committee - our Parish News Editor
Thank you also to our local community police and to our newly WNC Ward Councillor Stephen Clarke for his help during the year. 

Meeting closed at 9pm
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