
Great Houghton Parish Council
Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting of Great Houghton Parish Council held on Tuesday 16 December 2025 at the Village Hall commencing at 7.30pm.

	In Attendance: Cllr R Shaw, Cllr M Barham, Cllr J Havard, Cllr K Barker, Cllr G Glennon, Cllr R Hawkins
	Also, in Attendance: M Billingham Clerk. WNC Cllr S Clarke 



	084/25. Opening Procedures
a) To receive and approve apologies for absence:
b) To approve the minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 18 November 2025
c) To receive declaration of interests related to the business on the agenda.
	a) Apologies were received from Cllr S Williams.
b) The minutes of the ordinary council meeting held on the 18 November 2025 were APPROVED
c) There were no declaration of interests relating to agenda items.

	Members are reminded that the disclosure of a Disclosable Pecuniary `1 will require that the member withdraws from the meeting room during the transaction of that item of business)

	085/25. Public Participation Section  

	 There were no members of the public present.

	Members of the public are invited to address the council. limited to 15 minutes maximum with individual contributions limited to 3 minutes)

	086/25. To receive following Reports
a) To receive report from West Northamptonshire Councillors 



b) To receive reports from Police / PLR
c) To receive report from Great Houghton Playing Field Association
d) To receive SAS traffic report
	a) WNC Cllr S Clarke reported that they will determine their budget on 22 Dec. Free parking being abandoned in the town centre. There was a request to know how much is spent on WNC employee benefits (See Appendix A). ACTION Clerk to provide Cllr Clarke with link to speed reports 
b) The meeting was referred to the Police report, previously circulated. There was one crime of theft of pallets from Brackmills
c) The meeting was referred to report from Cllr Barham relating to the GHPFA meeting held on 25 November 25 (see appendix b)
d) The SAS report was received, and it was noted that traffic level is increasing from35,000 to 57,000 vehicles through the recorded period.

	087/25. To receive and adopt the Finance & Administration Report 
a) To approve the Receipts and Payment Accounts to end of Nov 2025
b) Confirm Payments to be authorised. 










c) To consider and determine Precept for 2026/27 Financial Year
	a) The accounts to the end of November were APPOVED with a balance of £51,256.95 and no outstanding payments.
b) The following payments were AUTHORISED
	AMAZON
	T00479
	Stationary
	51.97

	Post Office
	T00480
	Stamps
	13.92

	Parish Clerk
	T00481
	Salary
	249.30

	HMRC
	T00482
	PAYE
	249.30

	C Humphrey
	T00483
	Distribution
	30.00

	Smith of Derby
	T00484
	Clock Service
	354.00

	Rogers Quickprint
	T00485
	Parish News
	297.00

	Curtis Website
	T00486
	Web Service
	230.00

	Parish Clerk
	T00487
	Expenses
	75.24

	NCALC
	T00488
	Training
	127.20

	
	
	
	1677.93



c) The council having agreed the budget at the previous meeting at the previous meeting. Considered and RESOLVED that the Precept for 2026/2027 would remail unaltered at £27,500  

	088/25. To Consider and determine Councillor Roles and Responsibilities 

	Councillor Havard advised the meeting of her intension to stand down from the council, as she did not feel that she was able to contribute sufficiently to council business. The meeting reassured her that turning up to council meetings and contributing to the debate and decisions was fulfilling councillor duties. It was AGREED that Cllr Havard would continue until such time that a replacement could be found.
The meeting considered and made alterations to the Councillor Roles and Responsibilities (see appendix C) 

	089/25. To receive the Clerks Report

	The Clerk advised the meeting of a request received for funding on behalf of Citizens Advice, which was declined.
The meeting was referred to the WNC Health and Wellbeing Framework, previously circulated. The council was supportive of this. ACTION Cllr Hawkins to make contact and further enquiries.
The meeting was advised that Community Speed Watch programme would commence again from March to October 2026. It was AGREED that the council would seek to participate in the scheme.
The meeting was advised of the WNC Community Resilience Project. The project aims to improve local resilience against Floods and other Emergencies. ACTION Clerk to register councils intertest and to obtain further information

	090/25 To receive and consider Planning Matters
a) To consider The Annual Planning Report 
b) Receive report from PAG.

	a) There were no applications to consider other than the 25 November 2025 consultation document that had been sent to residents within Great Houghton regarding Hampton Court Development. The council had not been formerly consulted as the land was outside of the parish boundary. ACTION Clerk to write to planning seeking the GHPC be included in this consultation process has it will have significant impact, being so close to the village
b) There was nothing for the PAG to consider.

	091/25. To Receive Correspondence & Communications 

	There was no further correspondence or communication that those covered by agenda items.


	092/25. To receive Report on village maintenance/Highway matters
a) Update on Leys Lane, Disused Railway/Cycleway/Footpath. 
b) Cutting back of hedges along The Green 
c) Update on Faulty Lamp post
	a) The fallen tree across the cycleway had been reported and removed. There was no further progress relating to the slope.
b) Cutting back of the hedgerow along the Green and clearing away the debris left by footpath work and fallen trees had still not been done. ACTION WNC Cllr Clarke to make further enquiries.
c) The Faulty Lamp Post had now been resolved having GHPFA cut down the overgrown hedging and Street Doctor being advised accordingly. 

	093/25. To consider environmental & Biodiversity Matters 

	Cllr Hawkins reported she will be attending NCALC training courses Green Growth and Attracting young talent which will assist her in carrying out her responsibilities regarding environmental & biodiversity Matters 


	094/25. To consider the monthly public messages

	· The Council wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 
· Please be aware of online SCAMS over the festive period 
· Please keep a neighbourly eye on fellow residents who might be on their own over the holiday period.


Meeting closed 9pm 
Appendix A – WNC Report

Appendix B – GHPFA Report

Bill Hart stood down as chairman of the GHPFA and Peter Hawkins was elected as chairman.
2.Bill Hart was then elected as lifetime honorary president of the GHPFA in recognition of his 20 plus years of service to the GHPFA.
3. GHPFA finances are sound with the following monies. Redwood Bank £70k.  Lloyds Bank £5.k    Cash in hand £290.
4. GHPFA dinner for Bill Hart to be arranged for January 2026 to thank him and his wife Margaret for all they have done.
5 Great Houghton cricket club need to replace their artificial pitch on the cricket green. Costings are to be obtained but could be in the region of £2k to £3k.
6The annual ROSPA report for the play area and the keep fit equipment around the playing field is being addressed to see what remedial actions need to be taken.
7 Foliage at the end of the footpath from Lime Farm Way into the playing field has been cut back so that  the lamp repairs can be actioned.
8.Hall bookings and invoicing now actioned by Shane Welch and all invoicing is now virtually up to date. Deposits are now requested 14 days in advance from external customers and are non-refundable.
9.Repairs to Village Hall WI-FI and window shutters have been done and discussions will be taking place on works to be done in the New Year eg External Decking hall re-decoration.
10.Finally it is intended to grow the use of the Hall for both our own residents by more family affairs as well as having more external customers use the Hall.
Appendix C
COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES
	Parish Councillor
	Contacts
	Area of Responsibility

	Sarah Williams
Chair, PAG, NPSG, CSWG

	07787100242
sarah.williams@greathoughton-pc.gov.uk


	Dobson Close, Atterbury
Way,


	Guy Glennon
Councillor
	07792593995
guy.glennon@greathoughton-pc.gov.uk

	Cherry Tree Lane, Willow Lane, Willow Crescent,

	Rosemary Shaw
   PAG, DSAG, CG

	01604 762579
rosemary.shaw@greathoughton-pc.gov.uk 

	Little Lane, Willow Lane (to Bridge), The Cross

	Keith Barker
CSWG, FPW
	07419834758
Keith.barker@greathoughton-pc.gov.uk

	 The High Street

	Julie Havard 
ADAG
	07980 354432
Julie.havard@greathoughton-pc.gov.uk 


	Upper High Street, The Green, Leys Lane, Paget Close

	Rachel Hawkins
CAN 
	07770 425789
Rachel.hawkins@greathoughton-pc.gov.uk


	Glebe Lane, Rectory Close, Paget Close


	Mike Barham
GHPFA, NPSG, PLR, WCSWG, AMG
	01604 760758
mike.barham@greathoughton-pc.gov.uk
	Lime Farm Way, Keats Close, Wymersley Close

	Mike Billingham
Parish Clerk
Responsible Financial Officer
	07936 187566
clerk@greathoughton-pc.gov.uk
	
Clerk to the Council


PAG = Planning Advisory Group – DSAG = Design Statement Advisory Group – ICM = Internal Control Monitor NPSG = Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group – PLR = Police Liaison Representative - FPW = Footpath Warden GHPFA = Great Houghton Playing Field Association – CSWG = Community Speed Watch Group – AMG = Asset Mapping Group – CG = Community Group - CAN

West Northampton Unitary Council		
Stephen Clarke		01604 859031		stephen.clarke@westnorthants.gov.uk

MP			Mike Reader		mike.reader.mp@parliament.uk

Local Police	
PCSO. Paul Hurst	07557778096
		Paul.Hurst@northants.police.uk	
PCSO. Becky Evans.     	07976 021 135.
neighbourhoodteamnorthampton@northants.pnn.police.uk


      
Neighbourhood		Angela McNeil		neighbourhoodwardens@northampton.gov.uk
Wardens		Elizabeth Newbery          neighbourhoodwardens@northampton.gov.uk
  

  Great Houghton   Parish Council   Minutes of the   Ordinary  Council  Meeting of  Great Houghton   Parish Council  held  on  Tuesday  16 December   2025  at the Village Hall  commencing at 7. 30 pm.    

In Attendance:  Cllr R Shaw, Cllr M Barham, Cllr  J Havard, Cllr K Barker, Cllr G Glennon, Cllr R  Hawkins  Also, in Attendance:  M Billingham Clerk.  WNC Cllr S Clarke   

 

0 84 /25 .  Opening Procedures   a)   To receive and approve apologies for  absence:   b)   To approve the minutes of the   Ordinary   Parish  Council Meeting held on T uesday  18 November   202 5   c)   To receive declaration of interests  related to the business on the  agenda.  a)   Apologies were received from Cllr S  Williams .   b)   The minutes of the ordinary council  meeting held on the 18 November 2025  were  APPROVED   c)   There were no declaration of interests  relating to agenda items.  

Members are reminded that the disclosure of a Disclosable Pecuniary  `1   will require that the member withdraws  from the meeting room during the transaction of that item of business )  

0 85 /25 .   Public Participation Section        There were no members of the public present.  

Members of the public are invited to address the council. limited to 15 minutes maximum with individual  contributions limited to 3 minutes )  

0 86 /25 . To receive following  Reports   a)   To receive report from West  Northamptonshire Councillors           b)   To receive reports from  Police  / PLR   c)   To receive report from Great  Houghton Playing Field  Association   d)   To receive SAS traffic report  a)   WNC Cllr S Clarke reported that they will  determine their   budget on 22 Dec.  F ree parking  being abandoned   in the town centre .  There was a   r equest to know how much is spent  on  WNC  employee   benefits ( See Appendix A) .  ACTION   Clerk to   provide  Cllr Clarke   with link to speed  reports    b)   The meeting was referred to the Poli c e report,  previously circulated. Ther e was one crime of theft  of pallets from Brackmills   c)   The meeting was referred to report from Cllr  Barham relating to the GHPFA meeting held on 25  November 25 (see appendix  b)   d)   The SAS   report was  received,   and   it was   noted that  t r affic   level  is   increasing   from35, 000 to 57,000  vehicles   through the recorded period.  

0 87 /25 .   To receive and adopt the  Finance & Administration Report     a)   To  approve the   Receipts and  Payment Accounts to end of   Nov   2025   b)   Confirm  Payments to be  authorised .        a)   The accounts to the end of November  were   APPOVED   with a balance of £51,256.95 and no  outstanding payments.   b)   The following payments were  AUTHORISED  

AMAZON  T00479  Stationary  51.97  

Post Office  T00480  Stamps  13.92  

Parish Clerk  T00481  Salary  249.30  

HMRC  T00482  PAYE  249.30  

C Humphrey  T00483  Distribution  30.00  

