Great Houghton Parish Council

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 19 May 2026 at the Village Hall, Leys Lane

	In Attendance: Cllr S Williams, Cllr R Shaw, Cllr M Barham, Cllr K Barker, Cllr J Havard, Cllr R Hawkins
	Also, in Attendance: M Billingham Clerk, WNC Cllr S Clarke



	135/26 - Election of Chairman

	Cllr S Williams was elected as Chair for the ensuing year and signed her form of acceptance of office.

	136/26 – Election of Vice Chairman

	Cllr R Shaw was elected as Vice Chair.

	137/26 – Apologies

	Apologies were received from Cllr G Glennon, Rev K Seward, 

	138/26 – Approval of minutes ordinary council meeting Tuesday 21 April 26

	The minutes of the ordinary council meeting held on Tuesday 21 April were APPROVED

	139/26 – Approval and/or Re-adoption of following policies
· Approve Standing Orders 
· Approve Financial Regulations 
· Data Protection Policy
· Complaints Procedure 
· Equal Opportunities Policy 
· Governance Risk-Assessment Policy
· Internal Control Procedure
· Travel Allowance Policy
· Media Policy
· Training Policy
· Website Management policy
· Code of Conduct
· Freedom of Information Transparency
· H&S Policy
· Model Publication Scheme
· Privacy Notice 
· Records Retention Policy
· Risk Management Policy Statement
· Parish Council IT Policy (New Policy)
· To consider and determine Council Action Plan 2026-2027

	It was RESOLVED to adopt the new parish council IT policy. It was further RESOLVED to re-adopt all other listed policies with there being no amendments or updates required.
Cllr Hawkins queried a policy that did not seem to be listed as well as the ICO Data Registration Certificate. ACTION Cllr Hawkins to forward copy of policy and any proposed amendment to the clerk for inclusion on the agenda for the next council meeting. ACTION Clerk to provide copy of certificate.

The matter of the Action Plan for 2026-2027 deferred to the next meeting. ACTION clerk to forward draft to councillors.






	140/26. Declaration of Interests 
a) To receive declaration of interests related to the business on the agenda.
	 There were no declaration of interests relating to the agenda items.

	Members are reminded that the disclosure of a Disclosable Pecuniary interest will require that the member withdraws from the meeting room during the transaction of that item of business)

	141/26. Public Participation Section  

	 There were no members of the public present

	Members of the public are invited to address the council. limited to 15 minutes maximum with individual contributions limited to 3 minutes)

	142/26. To receive following Reports
a) To receive report from West Northamptonshire Councillors 
b) To receive reports from Police / PLR
c) To receive report from Great Houghton Playing Field Association
d) To receive Speed/Traffic Report
	a) WNC Cllr Clarke spoke on his report (appendix A) Concerns were expressed regarding the Leys Lane resurfacing, the poor state of the slope and steps down to the footpath/cycleway, the cleaning of drains in the village. Concern was also expressed regarding the lack of notice of the closure of Newport Pagnell Road which is most likely to cause considerable increase in traffic through the village. ACTION Clerk to forward these concerns to Cllr Clarke who will arrange a site visit and speak to relevant WNC departments.
b) The meeting was referred to the monthly crime report previously circulated. There was one criminal damage to motor vehicle. Assault without injury and theft from premise at Brackmills. Cllr Barham referred the meeting to a number of Crime Prevention Packs that had been provided for residents. ACTION clerk to arrange for these to be distributed to all houses.
c)  The meeting was referred to the report from Cllr Barham previously circulated (appendix B)
d) The Speed/Traffic Report for April was received and noted 

	143/26. To receive and adopt the Finance & Administration Report 
a) To approve the Receipts and Payment Accounts to end of April 2026
b) Payments to be approved. 










c) To Receive and approve AGAR Section 1 Governance Statement
d) To receive and approve AGAR Section 2 Accounting Statement 
e) To receive and note Internal Auditors Report 
f) To note that the council continues to qualify for Power of Competence Order 2012
	a) The Accounts to the end of April 2026 were APPROVED with a balance of £57,214.92 with no outstanding payments.
b) The following payments were AUTHORISED.
	Parish Clerk
	T00519
	Salary
	314.20

	HMRC
	T00520
	PAYE
	184.40

	HGM
	T00521
	Maintenance (1127)
	300.00

	HGM
	T00522
	Maintenance (1110)
	300.00

	Curtis Website
	T00523
	Website
	60.00

	SLCC
	T00524
	Membership
	116.00

	CPRE
	T00525
	Membership
	36.00

	Parish Clerk
	T00526
	Expenses
	36.38

	
	
	
	1346.98



c) The AGAR Section 1 Governance Statement for 2025/2026 was APPROVED. 
d) The AGAR Section 2 Accounting Statement for 2025/2026 was APPROVED.
e) The Internal Auditors Report for 2025/2026 was Received and NOTED
f) The Clerk confirmed that the parish council having sufficient number of elected councillors and a qualified clerk continued to meet the criteria for Power of Competence Order 2012


	144/26 To receive and consider Planning Matters
a) The Annual Planning Report












b) Receive report from PAG.
c) Update on Development at The Green



d) To consider review of Neighbourhood Development Plan 
	a) 2026/1824/FULL 19 High Street. The council expressed concerns relating to the height of the extension and its adverse impact on the street scene and view from Bedford Road towards the Church. The council also has concerns with the loss of privacy with the development overlooking neighbours’ gardens. They would seek that near neighbour concerns are fully considered.
2026/1321/MAF The council is most concerned with the design, appearance, and materials of this major application which are not in accordance with the surrounding estate.  It is replacing offices with employment sheds thereby amounting to yet further erosion of the planned separation of the Brackmills employment area. It will have a significant adverse effect on the street scene and a considerable deterioration of the visual aspect of entering the town along the Bedford Road. This protection being subject to existing protective planning policies and previous decisions taken.
b) The above response was considered and proposed by PAG and ENDORSED by the full council.
c) The developer’s agent has advised that WNC may have commissioned further work themselves, and this may be what they are referring to.  In the 'evidence base' section of their website as relates to the merging local plan, available at: West Northamptonshire Local Plan: Heritage and Archaeology and previously circulated.
d) The meeting was referred to the response from planning consultant previously circulated regarding cost and process for reviewing the Neighbourhood Development Plan. It was RESOLVED to go ahead with the review. ACTION to invite the planning consultant to meet with the council to agree planned process and objectives.

	145/26 To receive the Clerk’s Report
a) Update on informal meeting with GHPFA on insurance
	The meeting was advised that an informal discussion had taken place between GHPC & GHPFA representatives regarding the current insurance arrangements. It was proposed that a jointly constructed enquiry be made to the brokers prior to renewal in order to avoid any unnecessary duplication of cover

	146/26 – To receive Correspondence & Communications
	There were no communications other than those covered by agenda items

	147/26. To receive Report on village maintenance/Highway matters
a) Update on Leys Lane, Disused Railway/Cycleway/Footpath.

	No further update has been received from WNC highways. The meeting was referred to the concerns referred to above at There was no update on these matters other than the concerns referred to above 142/26 (b) To receive report from West Northamptonshire Councillors
Cllr Havard raised concerns regarding the outstanding servicing of the hedgerow along the newly extended footpath. ACTION Clerk to chase up WNC Highways and matter to included on agenda for next council meeting

	148/26 – To consider environmental & Biodiversity Matters
a) Health & Wellbeing Plan
b) Community Resilience Project – Community Survey
	Cllr Hawkins confirmed that the survey form has now been completed and printed. Arrangements have been made for it to be distributed to all houses along with the next issue of Parish News. Other community organisations are being included and 100% response already received from WI.
The Wellbeing plan was being processed. Meeting with representatives still to take place. It was hoped that vaccination sessions from the village hall may be a possibility. ACTION Cllr Hawkins to speak further with WNC Cllr Clarke on this matter. Speaking further GHPFA regarding available tree planting around field.

	149/26. To consider the monthly public messages

	· Be aware of the planned switch-off PSTN Landline which may result in problems for those using telecare devices. A guide is available here:
www.phonely.co.uk/uk-digital-landline-switchover
· Please be aware of the increasing number of online and telephone scams. 
· A free Crime Prevention Pack will be delivered to your home shortly.
· Look out for our Community Welfare Survey that will be through your door, along with our June edition of the Parish News. Please ensure you complete and return the survey. 



Meeting closed at 9.25pm



Signed………………………………………………….		Dated……………………………………..



Appendix A – WNC Cllr Clarke Report During last month, I completed Annual Reports for Denton, Little Houghton, Cogenhoe & Whiston, Yardley Hastings, Great Houghton, Brafield on the Green and Castle Ashby and remained actively engaged with residents through their respective parish and community meetings, to ensure local voices are heard. If you would like a copy of my Annual Report, then just let me know. On 8 May 2026, I joined Mike Billingham, Clerk, Great Houghton Parish Council for the Private Open Event at Robin House, 35 The High Street, before visiting 19 High Street, Great Houghton, Northampton, NN4 7AF to explore a potential breach of planning control, which he had reported on 6 May 2026. I have continued to press the Council to improve how it supports parish councils—particularly after raising the unacceptable issue of Great Houghton not receiving planning notifications following boundary changes. I have sought assurances at senior level that this failure has now been corrected and will not be repeated. I have requested a clear update from North Northamptonshire Council on the current progress of the White Mills Bridge project, including how the scheme is tracking against its planned milestones. In addition, I have reiterated my disappointment that North Northamptonshire Council did not inform West Northamptonshire Council of the required road closure at the outset of the project. Effective communication between authorities is essential for projects of this nature. While I note that steps are now being taken to improve coordination—such as the introduction of regular liaison meetings—I have stressed that we would welcome a more detailed update on what tangible improvements have been made and how these are being embedded going forward. The Green Hill Solar Farm Examination has now closed, and while the process moves to the Secretary of State, I remain clear that large-scale developments must properly balance national priorities with the real impact on our rural communities. Residents deserve to know their concerns have been robustly represented. A decision is expected in October 2026. Locally, I supported the Cogenhoe Village Hopper funding bid because it delivers real, tangible benefits—helping older residents stay independent, reducing isolation, and ensuring access to vital services. This is exactly the kind of practical community support that should be prioritised. It plays an important role by enabling access to essential services, shops, and community activities.
This month, the Council administration has admitted serious failings. The introduction of increased parking charges in Northampton was mishandled, implemented without the correct legal process, and had to be reversed. This avoidable mistake caused confusion and inconvenience for residents, and while refunds are now being issued, it highlights the need for far greater competence and accountability. Anyone who paid higher charges or received a fine for not paying with a Blue Badge since 1 April 2026 is entitled to a refund. Until a new housing land supply assessment is completed, the Council is currently unable to demonstrate a five-year supply. As a result, national planning policy requires a greater presumption in favour of new development when planning applications are considered. This weakens local control and opens the door to speculative development, increasing the risk of unsuitable proposals being approved. See my Monthly Report. Financial pressures are also mounting. Northamptonshire Children’s Trust is forecasting a £27 million overspend, continuing a worrying trend of rising costs that ultimately fall back on taxpayers. This underlines the importance of strong financial management and proper oversight as it continues a pattern of rising budgets and significant annual overspends, with costs now almost double those of three years ago. The opening of the Towcester Relief Road and the introduction of a weight limit through the town centre should improve traffic conditions and safety for residents. The weight limit is from the roundabout at Cow Pastures Lane to the Old Tiffield Road junction. Introduced by National Highways, the traffic order stops vehicles weighing more than 7.5 tonnes from travelling through the town centre. Instead, they are to use the relief road which connects the A5 to the A43. Demand for SEND support in West Northamptonshire is rising fast, but funding hasn’t kept pace — putting services under real pressure and leaving the Council with a £65 million shortfall. Government support may reduce this by £59 million, but only if strict conditions and tight deadlines are met. Even then, some of the deficit remains, with no clear long-term funding solution. This means ongoing uncertainty for families, as councils continue to face growing demand without the resources needed to fully meet it. The extension of the e-scooter trial was to retain a transport choice, but it must continue to address legitimate safety concerns. Residents should also be aware of several significant policy changes: the introduction of a 100% council tax premium on second homes from 1 April 2026, ongoing work on the Local Plan with the final plan submission for independent examination expected towards the end of 2026, and new policies on housing allocations approved on 5 May 2026. In addition, there is a new Community Gardening policy, approved on 15 April 2026, which allows individuals, voluntary organisations and community groups to apply for licences to garden appropriate sections of public open space, such as parts of parks and other green areas, where this does not affect public access. Town and Parish Councils are invited to book sessions with the Assistant Director for Planning on: • 20 May (10am–12pm)
Town and Parish Councils are invited to book sessions with the Assistant Director for Planning on: • 20 May (10am–12pm) • 22 June (2pm–4pm) This month, I have taken a firm position on the proposed move to three-weekly black bin collections. On 7 May 2026, I supported the call-in of this decision because it raises serious concerns: • the evidence base is weak, • the consultation has been insufficient, and • the potential impact on families, vulnerable residents, and neighbourhood cleanliness has not been properly addressed. • There is also a real risk of increased fly-tipping and associated costs. This decision now rightly goes to scrutiny, where it will be examined in detail, and I will continue to press for a more balanced and evidence-led approach. I will continue to support initiatives that genuinely benefit our communities, challenge where things are not good enough, and ensure your concerns are clearly heard at every level. 
As always, I welcome your views and contributions.- Cllr Barham


Appendix B – GHPFA Report 
Relevant points as follows.
1 Cash holding down from £73k+ to £64k+. current expenditure higher than income. Not unexpected because of various maintenance costs eg. replacement artificial cricket pitch which is mandatory for junior cricket. Also playing field drainage issues. However this is to be controlled.
2.As part of drainage and field sec2. Asy a new hedgerow is required along Leys Lane, and it is wondered whether the Paris Council would help with the cost.  A proposal is to be prepared for the Parish Council to consider.
3.Current Committee members were re-elected.
4.At next meeting in May 2026 a review of all user fees and charges will take place, as well as hiring costs for one off events e.g. wedding receptions.
5.It is intended to redecorate the hall and to also renovate and repair the veranda and it is intended the redecoration works will not affect regular user groups.
6.It is also intended to make the hall kitchen better equipped to deal with dining meals.
7.Repairs and maintenance in hand for playground equipment and field exercise equipment.
8.The question of hall and field insurance was raised as the GHPFA consider that the current cost of insurance arranged by the Parish Council was too high. It was mentioned that the Parish Council had a legal obligation to do the insurance cover, but it was requested that a meeting takes place for both parties to discuss this issue.
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