Great Houghton Parish Council

Chair:							Clerk:
Councillor Sarah Williams				Mr Mike Billingham CILCA
							          	 

Minutes of The Great Houghton Annual Parish Meeting 
held at 7.00 pm on Tuesday 19 May 2026 at 
Great Houghton Village Hall, Leys Lane, NN4 0AN. 


1. Appointment of the Minutes Clerk – Mike Billingham Parish Clerk

2. Apologies – Cllr G Glennon, Rev K Seward, MP Mick Reader (see report Appendix i)

3. Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on the 29 May 2025. - APPROVED

4. Chairman’s report – Cllr Sarah Williams spoke on her report (appendix A) and wished to thank everyone for their support, help and assistance in various parish matters throughout the year

5. [bookmark: _Hlk135837154]To receive the reports from following organisations:
· WNC Ward Councillors – Cllr Stephen Clarke provided a summary of his annual report (appendix B) and confirmed his continued assistance with any issues in the parish
· Police – The meeting was referred to the extensive police report (appendix C)
· GHPFA – Peter Hawkins GHPFA Chairman spoke on his report (appendix D) expressing their grateful thanks to the many years of vital and much appreciated service that both Bill Hart and Angus Buglass had provided to the village hall and its residents.
· Neighbourhood Watch – The meeting was referred to the report from Cliff Bebbington (appendix E)
· Community Speed Watch – The meeting was referred to the report from the parish clerk (appendix F)
· Parish News – Editor Denise Gibson spoke on her report (appendix G). Will continue the role and seeking opinion on possible changes for future issues 
· Pocket Park – There was no report 
· Short Mat Bowls -There was no report
· WI- There was no report
· Church -The meeting was referred to the report from Rev Kris Seward (appendix H)
· Annual Report from Mike Reader MP (appendix i) 


6. Questions from the floor – With apologies from the council for not including the newly appointed Flood Warden as an agenda item (will be rectified at next meeting). John Adams advised the meeting that he had completed his training and been provided with an amount of equipment. He had been made aware that Great Houghton parish was considered as a high flood risk, due to the washlands that are included in the parish. He had notified the parish council of the need for residents along Lime Farm Way, Wymersley Close, and Willow Crescent that back on to the field to ensure that the drainage ditch in their garden is kept clear. 
Concerns were expressed regarding the Leys Lane resurfacing, the poor state of the slope and steps down to the footpath/cycleway, the cleaning of drains in the village. The meeting was advised that the parish council has been seeking to address these issues for some considerable time. It has been agreed with WNC Highways that once they have resurfaced the lane the parish council will arrange for the white lining, including some pedestrian footway to be marked. Likewise, the parish council had determined that WNC, being the landowner of the footpath/ cycleway were responsible for its maintenance which was now included in the WNC budget. Better cutting back of the shrubbery was now taking place and we await further action by WNC regarding the steps and slope. The parish council, along with WNC ward councillors had, previously, undertaken a site visit regarding the state of blocked drains which have been reported on street doctor many times.
It was proposed that these be matters to discuss further with WNC Cllr Clarke.

7. Chairman’s closing remarks – The Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and continued help and support for the benefit of Great Houghton and its residents. 



Signed……………………………………………………		Dated……………………………………………


Appendix A: Chair’s Report – Annual Parish Meeting 19 May 2026 – Cllr Sarah Williams
I have now been Chair of the Parish Council for three years.  I would like to thank all the members of the Parish Council for their commitment and enthusiasm.  We are also very lucky to have the services of our excellent Parish Clerk, whose energy and knowledge greatly benefits the village.
Parish Council changes this year 
In the 25/26 year, we have had a few changes in membership.  I would like to thank our former councillor Shane Welch for his service.  I would also like to and welcome our newest Councillors Guy Glennon and Rachel Hawkins who have already made significant contributions.  
The Past Year and the Next
1. 	Planning 
The principal challenge which presented itself this year was planning and the same is likely in the year ahead.  
Wymersley Green, Hampton Green and Hardingstone Rise   
We have responded to new planning applications and carefully watched previous ones in respect of the developments at Hampton Green (585 houses), Wymersley Green (650 houses) and Hardingstone Rise (a further 1000 houses).  Although there has been limited recent movement, we can expect further applications in future.
Local Plan and Great Houghton Neigbourhood Plan
West Northants Council have announced that they are updating the Local Plan.  Proposed changes include designating the land to the north of the village to the left of the Preston Deanery Road (i.e. that which Hardingstone Rise would occupy) as land zoned for development.  With the assistance of our new Planning Consultant we have made initial representations about this and other proposed changes and we will continue to represent the village’s views in the local plan update process.  
We will be asking our Planning Consultant to review the Great Houghton Neighbourhood Development plan to ensure it is in conformity with that updated local and national planning policy and provides the best protection for the village that it can. 
We will continue to respond to large and small scale planning applications, despite a challenging environment this year due to problems in the issue of notices of planning applications and the use of Permitted Development Orders to agree changes without the same consultation requirements.  
2.	Representing our Residents 
We have continued to work on behalf of our residents in seeking information and local change including regarding the cycle path and steps, street lamps, the new care home, bus services and the resurfacing of Leys Lane.  
3.	Village Maintenance
We have also carried out village maintenance with a view to keeping the village in good shape.  On our behalf, our contractors have mowed the verges, trimmed back hedges and trees, repaired the chain link fences in the conservation area and the light in the Community Bookswap.  We have carried out Community Speedwatch operations, downloaded the data from our village speed camera for review and with other Parish Councils have supported the Village Hopper.  We’ve also reported a lot of potholes, although as our Clerk regularly reminds us, everyone can do this themselves now online.  Now Spring has arrived, a litter pick is also planned.  
4.	New Initiatives
We have embarked on a number of new initiatives, including the proposed Wellbeing Plan and the Community Resilience Project, with thankyous to Rachel Hawkins for the energy she is bringing to these projects (and also to John Adams for agreeing to become our Flood Warden).  Working towards these projects, a survey will be coming out with the next issue of the Parish New.  Please make sure you complete and return it.  
5.	Great Houghton Playing Fields Association 
A report from Great Houghton Playing Fields Association is on tonight’s agenda.  This year has marked a period of very significant change for them and I wanted to thank the Committee Members and volunteers both old and new for all the work which they have put in this year to keep the village hall and playing field running and in hosting events including the fireworks which are very popular with residents.  We look forward to working closely with them over the coming year. 
Further Thanks
I would also like to thank the significant number of volunteers (you know who you are) who help keep our village a great place to live, including those who:
- manage the flower boxes
- look after the book swap
- cut the verges
- empty the dog waste bins  
- manage the defibrillators 
- operate the speed activated sign and the community speed watch camera
- the Pocket Park Committee
- our Parish News Editor
- our local community police
Thank you also to WNC Ward Councillor Stephen Clarke for his help during the year.  
Lastly, thank you all for attending.


Appendix B: WNC Report – Cllr Stephen Clarke
Highlights for Great Houghton Annual Parish Meeting
Following the boundary review implemented on 1 May 2025, the number of councillors was reduced from 93 to 76, alongside the introduction of new ward arrangements. Reform UK gained control of the Council with a majority of 42 seats, now reduced to 40 following defections and a by-election. The current political composition is: Reform 40, Conservatives 17, Labour 8, Liberal Democrats 7, and
Independents 4. The new administration has faced a challenging transition, moving from no prior representation to leading the authority.
Key Developments over the past year include:
• The announcement—but non-progression—of a proposed external “Department of
Government Efficiency” audit.
• A 4.95% council tax increase for 2026/27 was approved to address a £30m budget gap, despite
earlier commitments to reduce taxation.
• Local net zero targets were removed.
• Flag-flying policies were revised to permit only the Union Flag, St George’s Flag and the Council Flag.
• Efforts to challenge the continued use of three local hotels for asylum accommodation remain unresolved.
• Major capital projects continue, including the £12m Stack entertainment hub in Northampton and public realm improvements in Daventry.
• The Council also successfully hosted the Women’s Rugby World Cup 2025, providing a
welcome boost to local businesses.
• The Draft Local Plan (Regulation 18) consultation closed on 27 March 2026. Officers will now review submissions and continue developing the evidence base ahead of the Regulation 19 Proposed Submission later in the year.
• Additional Family Hubs have opened in Moulton, Kingsthorpe, Upton, Brackley and Daventry.
Challenges and Issues:
• The administration has faced criticism for the absence of a published manifesto and for
reversing its original stance on home working, now supporting hybrid arrangements.
• The removal of local climate commitments prompted protests at early Cabinet meetings.
• Proposed parking charges in Daventry, Towcester and Brackley were withdrawn following
public opposition, while protests continue in Northampton over increased parking fees,
including charges affecting blue badge holders.
• The introduction of booking requirements at recycling centres in October 2025 attracted
widespread criticism.
• The Council’s majority has also been impacted by councillor conduct issues and resignations.
• West Northamptonshire was recently one of only 13 authorities nationally to receive a red
rating for pothole management.
• The Queen Eleanor Interchange project is now complete, although delivered later than
planned.
• Work continues to bring Northamptonshire Partnership Homes back under direct Council
control.
• Children’s Services remain under significant pressure, particularly due to rising SEND demand
and escalating costs.
• The appointment of Everyone Active to operate council leisure centres generated a strong
public response.
Over the past year, I have continued to represent our villages at West Northamptonshire Council,
standing up for residents and working to secure practical improvements across the ward.
My priorities remain clear:
• Safer roads and better highways - including ongoing work on the A428 Bedford Road and Leys
Lane, as well as pothole repairs, flooding, drainage issues, road markings, and resurfacing
works.
• Protecting rural bus services - supporting the transition to the Grant Palmer 41 service,
promoting the Cogenhoe Village Hopper and contributing to the A428 bus corridor study
• Gaining access to Grant Funding - providing letters of endorsement for WNC Community Transport Funding for the continuation and development of valuable community transport
provision.
• Supporting vulnerable residents - helping local groups access funding for health, wellbeing and community transport
• Tackling fly‑tipping – Along the A428, while working with West Northamptonshire Council to develop long-term solutions, including the potential deployment of AI-enabled CCTV at known hotspots such as Olney Road, Yardley Hastings.
• Holding decision-makers to account - through Council motions for a safe, well-managed and fit-for-purpose road network and calling for the Government to stop the Family Farm Tax
• Standing up for our villages - including raising concerns about the Green Hill Solar Farm and proposed construction traffic routes to both the BESS and Site G
• Being visible and accessible – by attending regular parish meetings, community events and arranging site visits with highways engineers to get problems fixed
• Helping residents navigate council services – and resolving long-running issues through
casework.
Looking ahead – my priorities
I will continue to focus on what matters most to residents:
• Higher standards for roads and pavements, not constant patch-ups
• Reliable, joined-up rural transport including active travel, so villages stay connected
• Stronger enforcement against fly-tipping and environmental crimes
• Defending our villages from inappropriate development
• Ensuring vulnerable residents can access the support they need
• Keeping decision-making local and transparent
I believe councillors should be active, approachable and accountable. I am proud of what we have achieved together, but there is more to do – and I remain committed to working hard for every village in our ward. If you need help, or want to raise a local issue, please get in touch by e-mail or Facebook



Appendix C: Police AGM Report for 2025 - 
Daventry Town and surrounding area
PS Greg HARRISON continues to manage the team responsible for Daventry Town and its largest surrounding villages including Long Buckby, West Haddon and Crick. We are based at Daventry Police station and supported by the 24/7 response policing team also based at Daventry providing emergency response to the district.
Operation fragment PS Josh ELLARD works on The Grange Estate as part of a partnership operation to tackle specific issues within the area. Operation Fragment was originally established in response to the increase in youth related ASB,
Criminal Damage and violence occurring on the Southbrook estate in Daventry. Following a successful year of working in the Southbrook area, focus shifted to The Grange Estate, also in Daventry. The geographical area of The Grange is similar to the Southbrook.
A similar model has and will be used within The Grange to try and improve the lives of the residents living in the area. From the start of Operation Fragment, one of the key elements of success was always trying to get the community to talk to the police and engage more regularly. We have a number of mechanisms to communicate, including via the Northamptonshire Talking Application, a dedicated email inbox and face-to-face as we patrol on foot around the estate. The key element to Operation Fragment is the partnership working. Representatives from the following agencies and groups meet monthly to monitor progress:
Issues regularly discussed include Anti-social Behaviour, drug dealing, fly tipping and associated environmental issues, upcoming events in the communities and school inputs. Understandably, the police focus on all of the crime reports from the community, but we are often the eyes and ears who are out and about in the area the most. Therefore, we can report back to our partners on areas where they can come in and improve things
Daventry Rural – North and West PS Lewis JUDD oversees the wider rural areas, including Woodford Halse and Weedon, as well as the northern rural district covering Brixworth, Moulton, and the surrounding parishes. The team operates from both Daventry police station and our Brixworth office, ensuring a strong presence across the area. We are well-supported by the force's rural crime team, which has now expanded to six police officers and a police sergeant, who are dedicated to targeting the offences that have the greatest impact on our rural communities and farming sector.
Key Achievements and Initiatives: • Enhanced Patrols and Community Reassurance:
This year has seen an increase in reported crimes, particularly thefts of and from motor
vehicles in Moulton, Overstone, and Boughton. Officers have been conducting high-visibility patrols in these areas to prevent offences and reassure the community that we are addressing their concerns. Numerous arrests have been made, and stolen vehicles have been recovered and returned to their owners. The vast majority of these offences are committed by offenders from surrounding counties and more metropolitan areas. Increased efforts are being made to liaise with these forces and adopt a joint approach to prevent further victimization. We encourage anyone with a keyless entry or high-powered vehicle to research simple theft prevention devices, such as faraday bags, which block the key's signal nd make the car harder to steal.
• Intelligence-Driven Actions: Officers continue to act on intelligence provided by the community to disrupt offending and
act where possible. Notable examples include a series of burglaries in Brixworth, resulting in the arrest of three suspects, one of whom has been sentenced to prison, while the other two are awaiting court appearances. We have also had success in disrupting organized crime groups active in the area. Successful drug warrants executed at Justin Park and Boughton resulted in the recovery and destruction of more than 500 cannabis plants and the remand of two individuals to prison.
• Ongoing Crime Management: Officers on the team continually manage a crime workload allocated from the response teams, who may not have the same amount of time to devote to investigations. We see many offences involving dogs being dangerously out of control and encourage dog owners to consider obedience training and using a lead when walking around other people due to the unpredictable actions of dogs.
• Community Engagement: Our community support officers are a key visible presence in the villages, keeping updated
Daventry Rural – North and West PS Lewis JUDD oversees the wider rural areas, including Woodford Halse and Weedon, as well as the northern rural district covering Brixworth, Moulton, and the surrounding parishes. The team operates from both Daventry police station and our Brixworth office, ensuring a strong presence across the area. We are well-supported by the force's rural crime team, which has now expanded to six police officers and a police sergeant, who are dedicated to targeting the offences that have
the greatest impact on our rural communities and farming sector.
Key Achievements and Initiatives: • Enhanced Patrols and Community Reassurance:
This year has seen an increase in reported crimes, particularly thefts of and from motor
vehicles in Moulton, Overstone, and Boughton. Officers have been conducting high-visibility patrols in these areas to prevent offences and reassure the community that we are addressing their concerns. Numerous arrests have been made, and stolen vehicles have been recovered and returned to their owners. The vast majority of these offences are committed by offenders from surrounding counties and more metropolitan areas. Increased efforts are being made to liaise with these forces and adopt a joint approach to prevent further victimization. We encourage anyone with a keyless entry or high-powered vehicle to research simple theft prevention devices, such as faraday bags, which block the key's signal and make the car harder to steal.
• Intelligence-Driven Actions: Officers continue to act on intelligence provided by the community to disrupt offending and act where possible. Notable examples include a series of burglaries in Brixworth, resulting in the arrest of three suspects, one of whom has been sentenced to prison, while the other two are awaiting court appearances. We have also had success in disrupting organized crime groups active in the area. Successful drug warrants executed at Justin Park and Boughton resulted in the recovery and destruction of more than 500 cannabis plants and the remand of two individuals to prison.
• Ongoing Crime Management: Officers on the team continually manage a crime workload allocated from the response teams, who may not have the same amount of time to devote to investigations. We see many offences involving dogs being dangerously out of control and encourage dog owners to consider obedience training and using a lead when walking around other people due to the unpredictable actions of dogs.
• Community Engagement: Our community support officers are a key visible presence in the villages, keeping updated


Appendix D: Summary GHPFA Chair's 2025 Report – Peter Hawkins 
2025 was a year of significant challenge and change for the Great Houghton Playing Field Association (GHPFA).
The committee changed substantially during 2025. After Bill Hart had a serious illness early in the year and many of the GHPFA’s activities were suspended, we elected new members to the committee at an extraordinary general meeting in July 2025. Under Bill's chairmanship, Peter Hawkins stepped into the role of Vice Chair (later becoming Chair), Linda Browett took on the role of Treasurer, Shane Welch that of Bookings Secretary and Julia Harrison that of Secretary. (Unfortunately, Julia had to step down soon after due to family commitments, since which time we have been without a Secretary and we are still urgently seeking a volunteer to fill this role.) We later coopted John Adams onto the committee to help with Maintenance activities.
Bill and Angus Buglass both stood down from the committee late in the year and were appointed as Honorary Lifetime President and Vice-President, respectively, in recognition of all they have done for the Charity over 30 years.
New bookings, which had been suspended in April, were gradually restarted following the election of the new committee in July. The new processes and systems introduced at that time are continuing to bed in.
A number of successful events were organised by the GHPFA, including a jumble sale in May, the return of Mikron Theatre in June, a children’s Halloween Event and the annual Bonfire Night celebrations. We had intended to present a second Christmas Panto (Sinbad the Sailor) in December, but this was cancelled at late notice due to lack of interest. The committee is looking at alternative ideas for 2026.
Repairs were made to the large climbing net in the children’s playground during the year and more equipment is likely to need repairing during 2026. Issues with drainage of both the hall and playing field are in the process of being resolved.
Feedback from event organisers has highlighted a need to refresh the hall decoration and curtains and concerns have also been raised about the suitability of the kitchen for catered events. We intend to address these items in 2026.
Repair and replacement of the hall electrics were initiated in late 2025 and will be completed in 2026.
Also towards the end of the year, the Cricket Club began to seek quotes for replacing the artificial wicket used by their youth teams which was over 15 years old and very much the worse for wear.
We continue to be supported by our amazing User Groups, including the Great Houghton Cricket Club, Junior Football (SCA), the Great Houghton Tennis Club, Outdoor Fitness, the Short Mat Bowls Club and the Great Houghton WI. Unfortunately, our girls’ football club, Houghton Hawks, moved to Harpole during 2025. We are keen to find alternative arrangements for supporting girls’ sports in Great Houghton.
Financially, we ended 2025 with £72,960 in funds, £1,395 more than the £71,565 we had at the end of 2024. Given all the upheaval during the year, our committee felt this was a pretty good outcome.
However, we expect to spend a lot more in 2026, given the need for refurbishments outlined earlier. Although we have savings to cover much of this work, we will need to review our charges for both regular and occasional hall and playing field users to ensure we maintain adequate reserves. In any event, we expect our funds to be significantly lower by the end of 2026.
We intend to collaborate with the Parish Council to survey villagers and users to understand their needs and expectations of the hall and playing field going forward.
In conclusion, we kept the ship afloat in 2025, but there is much work still to do in 2026. We would like to thank all those residents of Great Houghton who came to the GHPFA’s aid in its time of need. I would personally like to thank the GHPFA committee members and our key User Groups for all their hard work and support during 2025. Continued support from volunteers across the community will be essential to help ensure the GHPFA’s stability and continuity in future years.


Appendix E - NHW Report for Parish AGM May 2026 – Cliff Bebbington
There have been no major incidents during the year that I have been made aware of.
As you will know the system was changed asking resident to apply directly to the central NHW scheme to register thus enabling them to receive messages. This seems to be working successfully as I have been notified of a number of new members. These residents have then been added to the local village NHW system. In previous Parish News issues I have reminded residents that they may be able to obtain a home insurance discount, when they mention they are in a NHW scheme. I have also reminded new residents to the village of the scheme to encourage them to join. We have still been unsuccessful in gaining a NHW member to take responsibility for Lower High 
Street and Rectory Close areas of the village.




Appendix F - Community Speed Watch Report – Parish Clerk
In addition to the ongoing monitoring of traffic through the village by way of our speed activated sign (SAS) which enables us to produce and distribute reports on traffic levels, speeds, dates and times. Thanks to the group of volunteers, we have continued to carry out regular community speed watch activities at both ends of the village, recording the details of any speeding vehicles to the police community safety unit for further action. 
This year the council has paid for and been provided with the equipment for our use at any time.


Appendix G - Parish News Report for 2026 – Denise Gibson - Editor
I’m still comfortable in the role, with the publishing schedule and meeting the deadlines.  I enjoy contact with our regular contributors and turning their articles into pages they are pleased to see in print.  Some thoughts for the future:
Ask for feedback and comments to focus on what people want to see along with the regular items. Widen contacts for editorial and features to other contributors. 
Promote the use of the village website as a digital resource to access up to date information in-between publications i.e. updated bus timetables.
Also: I’m still open to the idea of sending electronic copies by email to villagers who request them with due consideration for data control/GDPR of course.  A digital version would be in full colour.  Plus, it would be saving on the number of printed copies the Parish Council need to buy and distribute.  Perhaps this is something to ask villagers when we next have a village survey.   I will continue to review and update details and pages for each edition, so I hope each magazine is a tiny bit better than the last one!
Your feedback and questions are welcomed, or if you have any ideas for features, contributions or suggestions for future editions I’m very pleased to receive these, by email at editor@greathoughton-pc.gov.uk. 


Appendix H - St. Mary the Blessed Virgin Church – Great Houghton – Report 2026 – Rev Kris Seward
St Mary’s Church continues to hold an important place within the life of Great Houghton, both as a place of Christian worship and as part of the history, identity, and community life of the village. A church dedicated to St Mary has stood here for centuries, and it remains a place where people continue to gather in moments of reflection, prayer, celebration, and remembrance.
Regular worship continues faithfully within the church alongside services across the wider benefice, and we remain grateful to the congregation, churchwardens, PCC members, volunteers, and all those who quietly give their time and energy to support the life of the church throughout the year.
Like many rural churches, St Mary’s faces the ongoing challenge of caring for and maintaining a historic building while sustaining regular worship with a relatively small congregation. Yet despite these challenges, the church continues to offer a place of welcome, prayer, and support within the village community, something which many people value deeply even if they attend only occasionally.
Over the past year it has been encouraging to welcome both familiar and new faces at services and community events, particularly during Christmas and Easter. Although baptisms and weddings are less frequent within the village at present, St Mary’s remains available for these important moments in people’s lives, alongside funerals and pastoral support within the community.
Across the benefice we are continuing to explore new ways of strengthening relationships between our churches and communities. From June onwards the benefice will begin gathering together on the fourth Sunday of each month for a shared service, helping to deepen fellowship and shared worship across our villages.
Looking ahead, we are also hoping to launch a new afternoon service within the Village Hall from September at 3pm. Details are still being worked through, but we hope this will provide a relaxed and welcoming space for people to gather together in a slightly different way. We are very grateful to the GHPFA for their support and encouragement as these plans begin to take shape.
As Rector, I would like to thank the Parish Council and wider village community for their ongoing support and goodwill towards St Mary’s Church. We remain committed to serving Great Houghton not only as a historic building, but as a living church community seeking to share the hope, love, and presence of Jesus Christ within village life today.


Appendix I - Annual Report to Great Houghton Parish Council – Mike Reader MP
Thank you for the opportunity to share this update. I’m sorry I can’t be with you in person due to a prior commitment, but I wanted to make sure you still heard directly from me.
Firstly, thank you to the Parish Council for the work you do. Our quarterly meetings are always useful in raising the issues that matter locally, whether that’s housing development, infrastructure pressures or access to health services. Mike is very good at holding me to account and speaking up for residents in the village. My meetings with him make a real difference in helping me to represent Great Houghton effectively.
In Parliament, I’ve supported a number of measures focused on improving public services and backing working people. The Government passed over 40 pieces of legislation in the last two years, which I was proud to support. These include:
· The Employment Rights Act, updating workers’ protections
· The Passenger Railway Services (Public Ownership) Act, which will establish Great British Rail, a publicly owned and accountable body to improve rail services and keep fares low. 
· The Great British Energy Act is aimed at strengthening domestic energy supply and helping bring down bills over time. 
· The Renters’ Rights Act introduces more stability for tenants, including ending no-fault evictions. 
· The Crime and Policing Act, which tackles anti-social behaviour and retail crime.
· The Water (Special Measures) Act, which increases accountability in the water sector, ending bonuses for water bosses where their company pollutes rivers. 
· The English Devolution and Community Empowerment Act gives more power to local communities.
With these key pieces of anchor legislation in place, we will start to see real change in Northampton over the coming years. I’m excited to be able to play my part in making our town a place to be proud of. 
Closer to home, I’ve worked to secure £16 million for a new Urgent Treatment Centre at Northampton General Hospital, opening this summer, as well as funding to expand GP provision across the town. West Northamptonshire Council has received record funding, including double the funding for road maintenance to tackle potholes. I’ve also been working to support Workbridge in re-establishing itself in the town, helping protect supported employment opportunities. Alongside that, I’ve been actively involved in efforts to secure the future of St Andrew’s Hospital, recognising its importance both as a mental health provider and a major local employer.
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