
Great Houghton Parish Council
Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting of Great Houghton Parish Council held on Tuesday 16 June 2026 to be held at the Village Hall commencing at 7.30pm.
	
	In Attendance: Cllr S Williams, Cllr R Shaw, Cllr, Cllr J Havard, Cllr K Barker, Cllr G Glennon
	Also, in Attendance: M Billingham Clerk, NNC Cllr S Clarke



	150/26. Opening Procedures
a) To receive and approve apologies for absence:
b) To approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 19 May 2026
c) To receive declaration of interests related to the business on the agenda.
	a) Apologies were received from Cllr R Hawkins, Cllr M Barham. N Ozier planning consultant
b) The minutes of the ordinary council meeting held on Tuesday 19 May 2026 were APPROVED
c) There were no declaration of interests relating to agenda items

	Members are reminded that the disclosure of a Disclosable Pecuniary `1 will require that the member withdraws from the meeting room during the transaction of that item of business)

	151/26. Public Participation Section  

	 

	Members of the public are invited to address the council. limited to 15 minutes maximum with individual contributions limited to 3 minutes)

	152/26. To receive following Reports
a) To receive report from West Northamptonshire Councillors 
b) To receive reports from Police / PLR. 
c) To receive report from Great Houghton Playing Field Association
d) To receive SAS traffic report
e) To receive Wellbeing & CAN Champion report
	a) NNC Cllr Clarke reported back on a number of Great Houghton issues previously referred to him. Now awaiting site visits. (see Appendix A)
b) The meeting was referred to the police crime report for May 26. Theft of parcel from doorstep and harassment of individual in Village. Public fear/alarm/distress Brackmills.
c) The meeting was referred to the GHPFA report from Cllr Shaw (Appendix B)
d) The meeting was referred to the SAS Traffic report for May (Appendix C). It was noted that there were10,000 fewer vehicles recorded compared to April.
e) The meeting was referred to the Wellbeing & CAN report (Appendix D)

	153/26. To receive and approve the Finance & Administration Report 
a) To approve the Receipts and Payment Accounts to the end May 2026
b) Confirm payments to be authorised 

	a) The accounts to the end of May 2026 were APPROVED with a balance of £55,858.95 and no outstanding payments
b) The following payments were AUTHORISED
	Amazon
	Card
	Folder
	13.99
	2.33

	Parish Clerk
	T00527
	Salary
	425.52
	

	HMRC
	T00528
	PAYE
	153.00
	

	HMRC
	T00529
	PAYE
	19.80
	

	Rogers Quickprint
	T00530
	Parish News
	322.00
	

	Rogers Quickprint
	T00531
	Survey
	224.00
	

	HGM
	T00532
	Maintenance (1147)
	300.00
	50.00

	HGM
	T00533
	Maintenance (1162)
	300.00
	50.00

	C Humphrey
	T00534
	Distribution
	60.00
	

	NCALC
	T00535
	Training
	42.00
	7.00

	AC Print
	T00536
	Parish News
	350.00
	

	Parish Clerk
	T00537
	Expenses
	36.38
	

	
	
	
	2246.69
	109.33




	154/26. To receive the Clerks Report.
a) To consider and approve, Biodiversity Policy – Notice Board Policy – Parish News Policy – PAG Terms of Reference
b) To consider and approve Action Plan 2026/2027 
c) Update on Crime Prevention Packs
	a) The clerk advised the meeting that there was no change to these documents, which were APPROVED. ACTION Clerk to update website.
b) The clerk referred the meeting to the draft action plan which, subject to the amendments was APPROVED
c) The Clerk confirmed that the crime prevention packs have been placed in the hall and in the book-swap for residents to collect. Notification has been added to the website.

	155/26 To receive and consider Planning Matters
a) To consider The Annual Planning Report 
b) Receive report from PAG.
c) To further consider review of Neighbourhood Development Plan
	a) 2023/5978/EIA Land South & East of Grange Park 850 new houses. The parish council being included having previously objected. 2026/1858/FUL The Old Cherry Tree. The council had no objection to this subject to Conservation Officer approval and any concerns expressed by near neighbours. 2026/2062/FULL 4 Paget Close. The council had no comment to make.
b) There were no matters for the PAG to consider.
c) This matter was DEFERRED due to the planning consultant being unable to attend the meeting

	156/26. To Receive Correspondence & Communications 
a) From Resident regarding Allotments off Willow Lane

	The meeting was referred to the communication, previously circulated regarding the allotment off Willow Lane and the comments expressed by WNC. 
The clerk advised that he was not aware of the parish council previously having any responsibility for this matter. ACTION Cllr Shaw to enquire with residents.
The chairman referred to complaint received regarding inconsiderate parking of vehicles. ACTION Clerk to arrange for a further supply of parking leaflets to be produced and distributed.

	157/26. To receive Report on village maintenance/Highway matters
a) To consider response from WNC Cllr S Clarke re various maintenance issued referred and determine any further action 
b) Update on Closure Newport Pagnell Road
	a) The meeting was referred to the responses from WNC Cllr Clarke regarding Leys Lane, verge The Green, drainage and Gully clearance. Still waiting site visit from Highways (see Appendix A)

b) Work had now commenced which involved the road was initially restricted to single lane with traffic light control but now fully closed with diversion in place. Increase in traffic flow through village has been noted

	158/26. To consider environmental & Biodiversity Matters 
a) Health & Wellbeing – update on Wellbeing Plan
b) Community Resilience Project – Update on wellbeing survey 
c) Local Nature Recovery Strategy 
	a) Due to the absence of Cllr Hawkins, there was no further update other than the report provided (appendix D)  
b) So far over 100 responses received with many appreciating the survey and initiative.
c) No update 


	159/26. To consider the monthly public messages

	· Parking once again an issue. Please park safely and with consideration for other motorists and pedestrians.  Keep clear of junctions and do not block pavement
· Please help keep our village neat and tidy especially at this time of rampant weeds and overgrown hedges.  

 



Meeting Closed at 9pm 




SIGNATURE……………………………………………		DATED……………………………………………..


Appendix A – Report WNC Cllr Stephen Clarke

Hedgerow between Lime Farm Way and Leys Lane, Great Houghton This month, I wrote to Michelle Johnson regarding the outstanding works on the stretch of hedgerow between Lime Farm Way and Leys Lane. On 6 October 2025, she confirmed that this area should not have been left in its current condition and advised that a West Northamptonshire Council Highways Inspector would attend to ensure that the remaining vegetation was properly cleared following completion of the works. As this work has still not been carried out, I have requested that the matter is addressed as a priority. Highways Issues raised by Great Houghton Parish Council (GHPC) – May 2026 At the GHPC meeting held on 19 May 2026, I was asked to escalate the following matters: 1. Leys Lane resurfacing – WNC had previously agreed a way forward. Highways last corresponded with GHPC on 7 November 2025 and 8 September 2025. 2. Condition of the slope and steps leading to the footpath/cycleway – I hold WNC correspondence dated 24 March 2025, 20 August 2025, and 5 January 2026. 3. Drainage and gully cleaning within the village – I have requested further details from GHPC, along with any available FixMyStreet evidence. 4. Closure of Newport Pagnell Road (B526) – There has been significant resident feedback regarding the recent closure to address the sinkhole. GHPC’s concerns relate to the lack of prior notification, the diversion route, and its impact on Great Houghton. In the first instance, I have asked Sam Simons to provide his views on items 1 and 2, given our previous discussions with WNC Highways and Environment and their involvement in these matters. In relation to item 3, I have requested further background from GHPC, as I have not identified any corresponding reports on FixMyStreet and am not aware of any recent site visit. Regarding the Newport Pagnell Road closure, I have asked whether there is a Highways Project Manager best placed to respond directly to the Parish Council
I fully appreciate the pressures currently facing the Highways team, and I am grateful for the continued support being provided. In the first instance, I am aiming to gather the relevant information so that I can provide GHPC with a clear and coordinated update. Once I have further news, I shall be in touch. Great Houghton Community Health & Wellbeing Strategy This month, I received an email from Rachel Hawkins of Great Houghton Parish Council seeking my support. She shared a copy of their new Community Health and Wellbeing Strategy for Great Houghton (attached). Rachel has already contacted Emily Burton, WNC Public Health Officer, and Sophie Ellidge, WNC Community Cohesion Officer, and I understand that an initial meeting has taken place.

Appendix C – GHPFA Report – Cllr Rosemary Shaw

Points of interest from May meeting:

1. Review of hire hall rates to be presented at next meeting and to be agreed at that time.
2. Peter or PC to approach Robin House regarding some of the staff helping with external refurbishments.
3. Drainage and Ditches deferred to next meeting.
4. Bonfire night is all in hand. Looking into having sponsors to advertise the event, ie estate agents. Possibly having a band afterwards to keep people there longer and to make use of the bar. Sparkler zone.
5. Looking into having an App for bookings.
6. Tennis club membership drive.
7. Cricket club to have a BBQ open to the village July 11th (this date needs confirming as I forgot to write it down, apologies!!)
Next meeting 30/06/26

Appendix E – Wellbeing Report Cllr Rachel Hawkins
Wellbeing Plan Approximately 70 survey responses have been received so far (online and paper combined). Further reminders will be shared on social media, with support from GHPFA, and paper copies will also be available at the June coffee morning. Please continue to encourage residents to complete the survey, either online or on paper.  West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) has provided feedback on the draft plan. In particular, they have suggested that we include details on how the plan will be monitored and reviewed, to demonstrate impact and ensure that actions remain responsive to emerging community needs. It is proposed that this is developed once the survey responses have been analysed.  WNC has also provided a contact to explore the potential use of the village hall for NHS health checks and other outreach services. We are currently awaiting a response from Tim Lloyd. If councillors agree this is worth pursuing, I can follow up to progress this. Stephen Clarke has also kindly shared relevant contacts and has offered to meet to discuss his experience. In addition, a meeting is being arranged with Yasmin Gordine, Community Development and Inclusion Officer at WNC. Community Energy I recently attended a session on community energy, including presentations from Community Energy Pathways (https://communityenergypathways.org.uk/
) and Grand Union Community Energy (https://guce.org.uk/). These initiatives focus on community-led models, such as cooperatives, to deliver renewable energy projects and share benefits (profit) locally.  While this approach is interesting, it is likely to be more suitable for larger councils or where multiple parish councils collaborate. For Great Houghton, a more practical option may be to explore grant funding to install solar panels and battery storage at the village hall. This could reduce running costs, improve sustainability, and provide a degree of resilience during power outages.  Useful Contacts and Networks The session also highlighted a number of organisations and local initiatives that may be relevant to our work: Northamptonshire Biodiversity Records Centre This organisation provides data and reports on local wildlife and habitats, which could perhaps support our work on the local plan and responses to planning. https://www.northantsbrc.org.uk/?ref=exchange.ca-wn.org  Rain Northants (Flooding Initiative) A local network focused on understanding and addressing flooding risks, which may be of interest https://rainnorthants.co.uk/?ref=exchange.ca-wn.org West Northamptonshire Food Alliance A partnership promoting access to sustainable, healthy food across the area, with potential links to community wellbeing and cost-of-living support. Might be one to share in our monthly notices.  https://goodfoodwnorthants.org/?ref=exchange.ca-wn.org Examples from other parish councils (e.g. Hackleton and Northampton Town Council) These provide useful examples of how other councils are incorporating biodiversity and climate considerations into their local plans and activities.
Appendix D – SAS Traffic Report May 20[image: ]
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The Parish Council uses this information to help us make decisions about road safety and traffic
mitigation. For further information visit our website at: www.greathoughton.org.uk






  Great Houghton   Parish Council   Minutes of   the   Ordinary Council  Meeting of Great Houghton Parish Council  held  on  Tuesday  16 June   2026 to be held at the Village Hall commencing at 7.30pm.      

In Attendance : Cllr S Williams, Cllr R Shaw,  Cllr, Cllr J Havard, Cllr K Barker, Cllr G Glennon  Also, in Attendance : M Billingham Clerk, NNC  Cllr S Clarke  

 

1 50 /2 6 .  Opening Procedures   a)   To receive and approve apologies for  absence:   b)   To approve the minutes of the   Annual   Parish  Council Meeting held on  T uesday  19 May 2026   c)   To receive declaration of interests  related to the business on the  agenda.  a)   Apologies were received from Cllr R  Hawkins , Cllr M Barham. N Ozier planning  consultant   b)   The minutes of the ordinary council  meeting held on Tuesday 19 May 2026  were  APPROVED   c)   There were no declaration of interests  relating to agenda items  

Members are reminded that the disclosure of a Disclosable Pecuniary  `1   will require that the member withdraws  from the meeting room during the transaction of that item of business )  

1 51 /26 .   Public Participation  Section         

Members of the public are invited to address the council. limited to 15 minutes maximum with individual  contributions limited to 3 minutes )  

1 5 2 /26 . To receive following  Reports   a)   To receive report from  West Northamptonshire  Councillors     b)   To receive reports from  Police  / PLR .    c)   To receive report from  Great Houghton Playing Field  Association   d)   To receive SAS traffic report   e)   To receive  Wellbeing &  CAN  Champion report  a)   NNC Cllr Clarke report ed back on a number of   Great  Houghton issues previously referred to him . Now  a waiting site visits.   ( see  Appendix A)   b)   The meeting was referred to the police crime report  for May 26. Theft of parcel from doorstep and  harassment of individual in Village. Public  fear/alarm/distre ss Brackmills.   c)   The meeting was referred to the GHPFA report from  Cllr Shaw (Appendix B)   d)   The meeting was referred to the SAS Traffic report   for May   (Appendix C). It was noted that there  were10,000 fewer vehicles recorded compared to  April.   e)   The meeting was referred to the Wellbeing & CAN  report (Appendix D)  

1 5 3 /26 .   To receive and  a pprove   the Finance &  Administration Report     a)   To  approve the   Receipts  and Payment Accounts  to   the end May 2026   b)   Confirm payments to be  authorised     a)   The accounts to the end of May 2026 were  APPROVED   with a balance of £55,858.95 and no outstanding  payments   b)   The following payments were  AUTHORISED  

Amazon  Card  Folder  13.99  2.33  

Parish Clerk  T00527  Salary  425.52   

HMRC  T00528  PAYE  153.00   

HMRC  T00529  PAYE  19.80   

Rogers  Quickprint  T00530  Parish News  322.00   

