
Great Houghton Parish Council
Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting of Great Houghton Parish Council held on Tuesday 21 July 2026 at the Village Hall.

	In Attendance: Cllr S Williams, Cllr R Shaw, Cllr M Barham, Cllr J Havard, Cllr K Barker, Cllr G Glennon, Cllr R Hawkins 
	Also, in Attendance: M Billingham Clerk, WNC Cllr S Clarke, Mat Taylor Planning Consultant



	160/26. Opening Procedures
a) To receive and approve apologies for absence:
b) To approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 16 June 2026
c) To receive declaration of interests related to the business on the agenda.
	a) Apologies received from received Nigel Ozier 
b) The minutes of the ordinary council meeting held on Tuesday 16 June 2026 were APPROVED
c) There were no declaration of interests relating to agenda items


	Members are reminded that the disclosure of a Disclosable Pecuniary `1 will require that the member withdraws from the meeting room during the transaction of that item of business)

	161/26. Public Participation Section  

	 

	Members of the public are invited to address the council. limited to 15 minutes maximum with individual contributions limited to 3 minutes)

	162/26. To receive following Reports
a) To receive report from West Northamptonshire Councillors 
b) To receive reports from Police / PLR. 
c) To receive report from Great Houghton Playing Field Association
d) To receive SAS traffic report
e) To receive Wellbeing & CAN Champion report
	a) WNC Cllr Clarke provided a report (see appendix a). Response to fire victims provided along with regular updates. Still awaiting site inspection and feedback on the verge along The Green and other highway issues. ACTION Sec 106 measures to be forwarded to Cllr Clarke.
b) The Police crime report for June included theft of motor vehicle and waste bins in the village. Public fear/alarm and theft from vehicle The Lakes. PLR Cllr Barham reported on complaints regarding noise and unsocial behaviour at car park in evenings. The meeting was made aware of drive-off incident involving e-scooter causing damage to residents’ car.  
c) The meeting was referred to GHPFA report from Cllr Barham (see appendix b)
d) The meeting was referred to the SAS Traffic report for June previously circulated
e) Cllr Hawkins reported: Had received 107 forms back which were now being considered and a report to be produced. Wellbeing plan being further developed with support from WNC Cllr Clarke.  

	163/26. To receive and approve the Finance & Administration Report 
a) To approve the Receipts and Payment Accounts to the end June 2026
b) Confirm payments to be authorised 
















c) To receive and note the Internal Control Report 
d) To note requirement to pay Employer National Insurance Contributions
	a) The accounts to the end of June 2026 were APPROVED with a balance of £53,518.28 and no outstanding payments


b) The following payments were AUTHORISED:
	Amazon
	Card
	Subscription 
	8.99

	Microsoft
	Card
	Subscription 
	84.99

	HMRC
	T00538
	Emp NIC.s
	244.74

	Post Office
	CARD
	Stamps
	14,56

	Parish Clerk
	T00539
	Salary
	314.40

	HMRC
	T00540
	PAYE
	196.44

	HGM
	T00541
	Maintenance (1216)
	300.00

	HGM
	T00542
	Maintenance (1198)
	300.00

	HGM
	T00543
	Maintenance (1181)
	300.00

	Parish Clerk
	T00544
	Expenses
	39.63

	S Barham
	T00545
	Flower Box 
	22.99

	
	
	
	

	TOTAL PAYMENTS FOR MONTH
	1812.18



c) The Internal Control Report for April – June 26 was received and NOTED
d) The clerk advised the meeting that following a 2025/2026 proposed Government Budget reduction in the threshold from £758 to £417 per month the council is now required to pay NICs for each employee earning above the reduced threshold. The arrears breakdown had referred to some tax being owed but this was being disputed with HMRC. All monthly tax demands and payment made for the period had been re-checked along with the ICO. The likely monthly additional cost to the council based on current salary will be £12.44. This additional payment will be included in all future HMRC returns.

	164/26. To receive the Clerks Report.
a) Distribution of August issue of Parish News 

	a) The clerk advised the meeting of the need to make alternative arrangements for distribution of the August issue of the Parish News. He had spoken to Mike Browett who has agreed to deliver them. Arrangement to be made for them to be delivered to Mike from the printers

	165/26 To receive and consider Planning Matters
a) To consider The Annual Planning Report 
b) Receive report from PAG.
c) To further consider review of Neighbourhood Development Plan
	a) 2026/2700/HH 7 Paget Close. The council had no comment to make other than any near neighbour concerns to be taken into account
b) There were no matters for the PAG to report
c) The meeting welcomed Mat Taylor deputising for Nigel Ozier. Should Await outcome of Local Plan as it will need to comply. Required to boost housing development plan will need to make provision for development. May be value in housing needs survey. Engage with Clayson’s over School Development. Have fed details of traffic survey into recent development applications including developers. Will provide information on suitable companies for survey. 

	166/26. To Receive Correspondence & Communications 
a) To note communication from Robin House 
b) To note concern regarding hoses through the village
	a) The meeting was referred to the communication from Robin House advising of new young person having now moved in. Offer of help with community schemes. ACTION Clerk to respond suggesting that they submit article for parish news and advising offer of assistance referred to GHPFA
b) The meeting was referred to communication relating to the mess from horse manure through the village. The Clerk advised that, unlike dog mess, there was no legal requirement to clean up after horses as it was not considered a health risk. The Highway Code (rule 54) does however prohibit horses on footpaths.
54 You MUST NOT take a horse onto a footpath or pavement, and you should not take a horse onto a cycle track. Use a bridleway where possible. 
ACTION Clerk to make contact with owners

	167/26. To receive Report on village maintenance/Highway matters
a) To receive any update regarding WNC site visit of the Verge along The Green  
b) Disposure of grass cutting from Little Lane 
c) To note and consider fire damage incident Willow Lane
	a) There was no further update on the WNC site visit. ACTION WNC Cllr Clarke to make further enquiries on this and other highway matters
b) The chairman had received concerns from resident regarding disposal of vegetation that they had cleared from garden. The meeting was made aware that this now seems to have been placed in a number of plastic bags outside a property in Little Lane.
c) Cllr Shaw had advised members of the unfortunate fire incident at properties in Willow Lane resulting in some considerable damage and the necessary rehousing of residents. 
d) Cllr Havard expressed concerns with field behind her house which she considered a fire risk. ACTION Clerk to ascertain owner of Land matter to be added to agenda for next meeting
e) Cllr Hawkins expressed concern relating to overgown hedge requiring pedestrians to step off footpath onto road ACTION Clerk to write to owner re cutting back

	168/26. To consider environmental & Biodiversity Matters 
	There were no matters to consider

	169/26. To consider the monthly public messages

	· To be aware of Fire-Risk due to dry weather and to take extreme care with to avoid any source of ignition
· The council wished to Thank everyone who filled in the wellbeing survey form.



Signed……………………………………………………		Dated………………………………………..
Appendix A – WNC Cllr Clarke Repport
On 30 June 2026, Charlene Chesney of Robin House, Great Houghton, contacted Highways again after a near-miss while exiting her driveway using the current forward-facing approach. Fortunately, no injuries occurred, but the incident further highlighted the ongoing safety risks caused by poor visibility at the access point. She has therefore requested that Highways review the matter as a priority. Robin House welcomed a new resident on 3 July 2026. The 16-year-old has settled well and is enjoying the home's outdoor spaces and activities. Staff and residents look forward to becoming further involved in the local community through a range of activities and volunteering opportunities. This month, I asked the Housing Team to respond to a number of enquiries relating to a fire at an NPH property in Great Houghton. This is understandably a very difficult and uncertain time for the tenant. I have therefore asked Housing to ensure they are fully informed about West Northamptonshire Council’s processes, the options available to them, and the policies that may apply to their circumstances. I have also requested that regular updates are provided and that any significant developments are communicated promptly, so the tenant remains fully informed throughout the process. On 10 July 2026, I met with Rachel Hawkins at the Great Houghton Coffee Morning to discuss the parish’s Health & Wellbeing Plan. Recognising the valuable role Public Health plays in supporting community-led initiatives, I have approached WNC Public Health to explore opportunities to help Great Houghton develop a programme similar to that established by Cogenhoe Parish Council. Tim Lloyd & Martin Kemp, WNC Public Health are best placed to advise on the Health Check service and any opportunities that may be available. I have also followed up with Yasmin Gordine to encourage contact with Rachel and I have copied Rachel with her response. Even a modest pilot or early-intervention initiative could provide a meaningful boost to the Parish Council’s Health & Wellbeing Strategy, demonstrate tangible progress to residents, and help build momentum for the community’s longer-term health and wellbeing ambitions. I have sought an update from Highways regarding their findings following the site inspection of Lime Farm Way to Leys Lane, Great Houghton. I have also requested an update from Sam Simons on the other outstanding Highways matters to assist with a progress report for Great Houghton Parish Council. Sam is currently on leave until 24 July 2026. Once I receive a further update, I will let you know. Given the frequency with which I continue to receive complaints about the surface of Crow Lane, I asked Councillor Richard Butler for a clear indication of what steps can now be taken to progress a permanent solution. The Reform administration’s response was “Unfortunately, we are restricted to a programme of monitoring and repairing until we have a more permanent solution and the funding in place.” So, Crow Lane is not being considered for future capital investment
West Northamptonshire Council’s Reform UK administration faced a £7 million overspend for the 2025/26 financial year despite utilizing £11.4 million in general contingency funds. This pressure was largely driven by the Children's Trust (overspending by £17.4 million) and Adult Social Care (overspending by £12.1 million). The final 2025/26 accounts forced the council to dip into its strategic reserves for the very first time to cover the gaps left behind by runaway social care costs. The Building Safety Levy (England) Regulations 2025 were approved by Parliament and made on 19 November 2025. This is intended to ensure that the development sector contributes towards the cost of addressing historical building safety issues, including unsafe cladding. Local authorities will be responsible for collecting the levy and transferring funds to central government, which will apply to building control applications and notices submitted on or after 1 October 2026.


Appendix B – GHPC Report – Cllr Barham

1. Redecoration of Hall now starting. New curtains purchased and Decorator ready to commence when given the go-ahead. Also veranda to be repaired and cleaned and re-stained as necessary, white posts to be re-painted and metal blinds cleaned.
2.Field drainage in hand with contractor available.
3. Kitchen layout and equipment needed to be discussed with with Sally who does many events in the Hall.
4.Cricket club B-B-Q to be held on Saturday 11th July.
5.Art Club to use part of Hall Cupboard space to store painting equipment as can no longer be stored at home because of health problems.
6.R.O.S.P.A. reports on playground and field equipment to be actioned by John Adams,Peter Hawkins,with the help of Angus Buglass.
7.Mike Barham to contact Police re excessive noise from youngsters in the car park late at night.
8.No financial details were available as Treasurer was not available. Peter Hawkins will follow up with Treasurer.
9.Winners of  Ton Up Club to receive their winnings for June 2026
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