
Great Houghton Parish Council
Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting of Great Houghton Parish Council held on Tuesday 18 August 2026 at the Village Hall commencing at 7.30pm.

	In Attendance: Cllr R Shaw, Cllr M Barham, Cllr K Barker, Cllr R Hawkins, Cllr Glennon 
	Also, in Attendance: M Billingham Clerk, C Short, P Middleton, L Middleton



	170/26. Opening Procedures
a) To receive and approve apologies for absence:
b) To approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 21 July 2026
c) To receive declaration of interests related to the business on the agenda.
	a) Apologies were received from Cllr S Williams, Cllr J Havard, WNC Cllr S Clarke
b) The minutes of the ordinary council meeting held on Tuesday 21 July 2026 were APPROVED
c) There were no declaration of interests relating to the agenda items.

	Members are reminded that the disclosure of a Disclosable Pecuniary `1 will require that the member withdraws from the meeting room during the transaction of that item of business)

	171/26. Public Participation Section  

	 P & L Middleton addressed the meeting expressing concerns relating to Fire risk from field behind properties in The Green and the state of the verge alongside the new footpath. The council advised that they were aware of these two issues (as per previous minutes) and are continuing to seek that they be resolved by the landowner and highways.
C Short addressed the meeting expressing concerns relating to access/use of Glebe Lane and was seeking the parish council support in this matter.


	Members of the public are invited to address the council. limited to 15 minutes maximum with individual contributions limited to 3 minutes)

	172/26. To receive following Reports
a) To receive report from West Northamptonshire Councillors 
b) To receive reports from Police / PLR. 
c) To receive report from Great Houghton Playing Field Association
d) To receive SAS traffic report
e) To receive Wellbeing & CAN Champion report
	a) The meeting was referred to the report from WNC Cllr Clarke, previously circulated (see appendix A). The council was disappointed that, yet again, we were being asked to provide details whilst no progress was being made on any of the issues. ACTION Clerk to write to WNC Concillor Clarke seeking progress 
b) Cllr Barham spoke on the crime report, previously circulated. No crime reported in village. Arson and Assault without injury Brackmills.
c) The meeting was referred to the GHPFA report from Cllr Shaw, previously circulated (see appendix B)
d) The meeting was referred to the SAS Traffic report, previously circulated. It was noted that an extra 2,000 vehicles passed through the village during July (see appendix C)
e) The meeting was referred to the communication from WNC Public Health Officer regarding local health checks. Cllr Hawkins & Cllr Shaw to meet with her to 
discuss further. Cllr Hawkins will circulate survey report for consideration and discussion at next meeting. Older Persons Network Cllr Hawkins to make application. Cllr Hawkins to attend Daventry Coming Together meeting and CAN Meeting 


	173/26. To receive and approve the Finance & Administration Report 
a) To approve the Receipts and Payment Accounts to the end July 2026
b) Confirm payments to be authorised 
	a) The accounts to the end of July 2026 were APPROVED with a balance of £53,016.11 and no outstanding payments.
b) The following payments were AUTHORISED
	Amazon
	Card
	Copy Paper
	19.99
	3.33

	Amazon
	Card
	30MPH signs
	91.77
	15.29

	Parish Clerk
	T00546
	Salary
	314.40
	

	HMRC
	T00547
	PAYE
	196.44
	

	HGM
	T00548
	Maintenance (1231)
	300.00
	50.00

	M Browett
	T00549
	Distribution
	30.00
	

	Rogers Quickprint
	T00550
	Parish News
	297.00
	

	Parish Clerk
	T00551
	expenses
	36.38
	

	TOTAL TO BE PAID
	
	1285.98
	68.62




	174/26. To receive the Clerks Report.
a) Update Distribution of August issue of Parish News 








b) Update on Horses in Field
	a) The clerk advised that due to a machinery breakdown at the printer’s distribution of the August issue was delayed by a week. The council wished to record its thanks to Mike Browett in providing holiday cover for the distribution. It was noted that, regrettably, Dexterity have cancelled their advertisement. 
b) It was confirmed that the horses had now been removed from the field in Leys Lane.  Horses were still coming through the village. ACTION Clerk to obtain no horses signs for footpaths.

	175/26 To receive and consider Planning Matters
a) To consider The Annual Planning Report 
b) Receive report from PAG 
c) To further consider review of Neighbourhood Development Plan

	a) There were no additional planning applications to consider this month.
b) 2026/1824/FULL. 19 High Street. The meeting was referred to the draft response determined by the PAG which was APPROVED
c) The meeting was referred to the invoice received from planning consultant which has been queried, as it did not seem to be in accordance with original proposed costs. No response has yet been received. ACTION Clerk to seek response for council to be able to consider this matter and further measures required

	176/26. To Receive Correspondence & Communications 
a) Residents concern regarding proposal to block existing footpath 

	a) The meeting was referred to the communication received from resident and to the WNC Definitive Footpath Map. The council was reminded of the previous issues raised with WNC regarding access from this footpath to Brackmills Wood. WNC had confirmed that there was no access right through to the wood at the lower end. The access being at the top end across the field. ACTION Clerk to seek clarity with WNC and tenant.

	177/26. To receive Report on village maintenance/Highway matters
a) To receive update regarding the Verge along The Green  
b) Disposure of grass cutting from Little Lane 
c) To consider request for support regarding complaints Glebe Lane
d) To consider issue relating to speeding traffic The Green 
	a) Although not aware of site visit having yet taken place, it was noted that the verge has now been partially cut back. The dead branches and rocks had not however been removed? ACTION Clerk to seek clarification with WNC Cllr Clarke
b) It was of concern that the garden waste dumped in Little Lane some weeks ago had not been removed. The council was mindful that residents were responsible for disposing of their garden waste either by way of the WNC subscription garden waste bin or by booking a slot at the local tip. ACTION Cllr Guy to enquire with resident.
c) Further to request from resident (minute 171/26 above). It was RESOLVED that the council supports the residents of Glebe Lane in seeking a resolution to the issues raised. ACTION Clerk to be provided with contact details for appropriate representations.
d) Cllr Barham raised concerns with the speed of traffic entering the village along The Green. The council was concerned with the lack of progress with measures to move the 30mph sign further outside of the entrance to the village and to cut back the hedgerow. It was RESOLVED that the council should seek a formal reduction in the speed limit from the current 60mph to 40mph outside of the village and the current 30mph to 20mph through the village.

	1678/26. To consider environmental & Biodiversity Matters 

	

	179/26. To consider the monthly public messages

	· Residents reminded to report any highway problems including potholes, overgrown vegetation, and fly tipping directly to WNC through street doctor either online or through the WNC app. 
· WNC invitation for residents to join Older Persons Network 
To find out more and get involved, please complete the Community Networks online form


Meeting closed at: 9.15pm 




Signed………………………………………………..		Dated………………………………………………

Appendix A – Report WNC Cllr Stephen Clarke

Robin House, Great Houghton welcomed a new resident on 3 July, ten days ahead of schedule. The 16-year-old has
settled in well, enjoys basketball and football, and is making good use of the home's outdoor space. Staff continue to
support his independence and community involvement, with plans to take part in local activities, including village
litter-picking initiatives. Recent sensory room improvements and a planned basket swing will further enhance
opportunities for residents.
On 30 June 2026, Charlene Chesney, Home Manager at Robin House, reported a further near-miss incident caused by
restricted visibility when exiting the property. Highways has confirmed that, given the historic layout of Great
Houghton, there are no straightforward engineering solutions available and traffic mirrors are not permitted on the
public highway. Helen Howard has agreed to undertake a site visit to review the location and consider whether any
mitigation measures may be possible. A further update will be provided following the visit.
I have a meeting with Sam Simons on 6 August 2026 to review a number of long-standing Highways issues, including
matters affecting Great Houghton Parish Council (GHPC). Key topics include Leys Lane resurfacing, the
footpath/cycleway slope and steps, and drainage and gully cleansing. Given the length of time these issues have been
under discussion, it is important that we establish the current position and agree the next steps. If GHPC has any
additional background information or relevant FixMyStreet reports, please forward them to me so they can be
considered. I will provide an update following the meeting.
Following my discussion with Yasmin Gordine, WNC Community Development Officer (Healthy Communities), it
appears a planned meeting with Rachael Hawkins, GHPC did not take place and a subsequent follow-up received no
response. I contacted Rachael and Rosemary Shaw (GHPC) on 21 July 2026 to clarify the position and am awaiting a
reply. For health check and NHS outreach opportunities, GHPC should liaise directly with Tim Lloyd and Michael Kemp,
at WNC Public Health & Wellbeing, who are best placed to advise on available services and support.
This month, I asked the Housing Team to respond to enquiries relating to a fire at an NPH property in Great Houghton
and ensure the tenant received clear information about the support and housing options available. Given the difficult
circumstances, I sought reassurance that they were fully informed about West Northamptonshire Council’s processes
and policies. I am pleased to report that alternative accommodation has now been identified and accepted. Fuad
Hussein, Tenancy Solutions Manager at Northamptonshire Partnership Homes, will continue to support the tenant as
they settle into their new home and throughout the ongoing management of their case.
On 4 August 2026, I contacted Chris Carvell, WNC Environmental Services Contract Manager, requesting either the
urgent removal of the fly-tipped waste on the A428 at Great Houghton or an update on the case. This will help me
keep you informed of progress. Please be assured that I am continuing to press for an update and a timely resolution.
Following enquiries made on 30 July 2026, no agricultural fires involving standing crops, fields, or farm buildings were
recorded in Brafield on the Green, Castle Ashby, or Denton between 23 and 30 July 2026. A Great Houghton resident
subsequently reported a fire near Brafield on 24 July, attended and monitored by Northamptonshire Fire and Rescue
Service. The incident is understood to have involved a large manure heap rather than agricultural land or buildings.
The litter bin at Abington Lock was not installed by the Council and is believed to have been provided by Opus Energy,
which previously maintained it. Since the company left the site, no formal maintenance arrangements have been in
place. While ownership is still being established, WNC has arranged for the bin to be emptied and will monitor its use
over the next three months. Once ownership is confirmed, a decision will be made on its long-term maintenance and
future


Appendix B – GHPFA Report Cllr Shaw
At present the bookings and expenditure are making as loss but this is partly because of maintenance work that has been carried out on the field and on the building. plus over expenditure on insurance. Reserves are good. The Treasurer feels that there is not a real problem. Booking fees are not going to be raised, this is in order to encourage users. RS reminded the chair of the offer from the PC to make applications for grants and RS to notify chair when appropriate grants are seen to be available. (My apologies - I do not have the exact account figures but will get them for the next PC meeting).
2. Finances to be review 2x a year.
3. Refurbishment of hall in hand - new curtains are fire retardant - kitchen alterations still being looked into.
4. Emails to booking clerk not always being responded to, complaints about this from potential users some of whom have gone elsewhere. This is being looked into. Booking clerk has had problems with accessing emails,and also unable to attend GFPFA meetings.
5. Bonfire Night - this is all in hand - Sponsors to be contacted and confirmed.
6. Some of the play equipment is damaged - although passed by the inspector - this is being dealt with by GHPFA. Discussion on significance of keeping children safe and how this would be done.
7. Drainage on the field still needs attending to by GHPFA
8. Cricket club BBQ was not very well attended by Villagers - disappointing as it was a good event - review on future village involevment in events.
9. Tree branch has fallen onto the rear roof of the village hall. This is to be dealt with.
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* This is the number of vehicles which were exceeding the 85" percentile speed for the road (calculated

at 29.4mph) and can be considered as driving above the reasonable speed for traffic conditions in that
location.
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The Parish Council uses this information to help us make decisions about road safety and traffic
mitigation. For further information visit our website at: www.greathoughton.org.uk
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