
Great Houghton Parish Council
Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting of Great Houghton Parish Council on Tuesday 15 September 2026 held at the Village Hall commencing at 7.30pm.

	In Attendance: Cllr S Williams, Cllr R Shaw, Cllr M Barham, Cllr J Havard, Cllr K Barker, Cllr G Glennon
	Also, in Attendance: M Billingham Clerk, WNC Cllr S Clarke, L (Redacted), A & P Wright, S Shepherd, L & M Cummins



	180/26. Opening Procedures
a) To receive and approve apologies for absence:
b) To approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 18 August 2026
c) To receive declaration of interests related to the business on the agenda.
	a) Apologies were received from Rev. Kris Seward
b) The minutes of the ordinary council meeting held on Tuesday 18 August 2026 were APPROVED.
c) There were no declaration of interests relating to agenda items.

	Members are reminded that the disclosure of a Disclosable Pecuniary `1 will require that the member withdraws from the meeting room during the transaction of that item of business)

	181/26. Public Participation Section  

	 The tenant at field introduced herself and discussed field issues. Purpose for grazing sheep and lambing. To be accessible by all for viewing. Not going to be a petting farm. Other residents present raised concerns relating to footpath and fencing. See minute 184/26(a) below.

	Members of the public are invited to address the council. limited to 15 minutes maximum with individual contributions limited to 3 minutes)

	182/26. To receive following Reports
a) To receive report from West Northamptonshire Councillors 
b) To receive reports from Police / PLR. 
c) To receive report from Great Houghton Playing Field Association
d) To receive and note SAS traffic report.
e) To receive and consider draft Wellbeing Survey Summary Report
	a) WNC Cllr Clarke reported.  Further near miss Robin House calling for a site visit. Concerns over fencing asked for guidance. Awaiting response from Highways met with highways to discuss GHPC concerns. Will be escalating matters. (See appendix A). 
b) The crime report for August confirmed Criminal Damage and possession of bladed article within the village. Assault without injury and criminal damage to vehicle at Bedford Road/The Lakes. PLR suggested surgery with Community Police. (See minute 186/26 below).
c) Arrangements are in hand for the WI centenary at the village hall. GHPFA and GHPC are being asked to contribute to the cost. The theme being a century of cream teas. Historic presentation being compiled by GHPFA. It was RESOLVED that the council would contribute one third of the hall fees. 
d) The SAS Traffic report for August was received and noted.
e) The meeting was referred to the draft wellbeing survey summary report and the welcome pack. Due to lack of time this matter was deferred to the next council meeting.

	183/26. To receive and approve the Finance & Administration Report 
a) To approve the Receipts and Payment Accounts to the end Aug  2026
b) Confirm payments to be authorised 











c) To receive and note the external auditors report 2025/2026
	a) The accounts to the end of August 2026 were APPROVED with a balance of £51,687.64 and no outstanding payments.
b) The following payments were AUTHORISED
	Amazon
	Card
	Horse Signs
	31.5
	5.25

	Norton
	Card
	Antivirus
	24.99
	4.17

	Parish Clerk
	T00552
	Salary
	393.60
	

	HMRC
	T00553
	PAYE
	231.09
	

	HGM
	T00554
	Maintenance (1278)
	300.00
	50.00

	HGM
	T00555
	Maintenance (1263)
	300.00
	50.00

	HGM
	T00556
	Maintenance (1249)
	300.00
	50.00

	Adam Curtis
	T00557
	Website
	270.00
	

	PKF
	T00558
	Audit
	252.00
	42.00

	Parish Clerk
	T00559
	Expenses
	36.58
	

	Angus Buglass
	T00560
	Dog Waste Bins
	1800.00
	

	Graham Sibbald
	T00561
	Consultation
	627.00
	112.00

	
	
	
	4566.76
	313.42



c) The External Auditors Report for 2025/26 was received and noted along with the notice of conclusion which has been published. 


	184/26. To receive the Clerks Report.
a) Update on concerns relating to Glebe Lane and rights of way









b) Update on horses through village and to consider further communication received from resident.



c) To note and consider any response to application for new street trader consent
	a) The meeting was referred to the numerous communications received from various parties regarding Glebe Lane. Some assurances had been arrived at between residents and the tenant and landlord’s agent relating to access and traffic. The parish council noted that the tenant had opened access that had previously been closed off by WNC as it was both unauthorised and WNC deemed it a H&S risk, from KU11 through to Brackmills Wood across an open ditch. The tenant has also closed off the unauthorised access from KU19 into the wood as directed by the landlord's agent. The council remains concerned as to ensuring that both rights of way are not obstructed, in accordance with assurance provided by the landowner’s agent. Concern regarding new unsafe fencing erected by contractors working for the landlord’s agent along horse field Hazard needs to be addressed, along with gate that still sticks out risking accident. ACTION Clerk to write to landlord’s agent. WNC Cllr Clarke to investigate right of way access through to woodland and proposed SANG. ACTION Clarke to seek confirmation of required width for any footpath.
b) The Clerk confirmed that no horse-riding signs have been erected at identified footpaths where appropriate mounting poles were in place. The meeting was referred to communication from resident. ACTION Clerk to respond setting out the council’s objective in reminding riders that they are not permitted on footpaths. The council is quite content with horses through the village on the roads, where any mess is dealt with by traffic. Mess on footpaths causes inconvenience to pedestrians and must be manually cleared away. It was confirmed that in accordance with the WNC Substantive map there is just one bridleway (KU14) within the parish, leasing from Bedford Road to Willow Lane (garages).
c) The council considered the application for street trader at the lay-by Bedford Road. Whilst it was noted that the council request for an extension of the consultation period had been refused the council was supportive of the application with the condition that the trader be responsible for providing and servicing sufficient waste bins and removing rubbish.

	185/26 To receive and consider Planning Matters
a) To consider The Annual Planning Report 
b) Receive report from PAG. 
c) To further consider review of Neighbourhood Development Plan and costs.
	a) 2026/2834/TCA 30 Willow Lane. Work on apple tree. The council had no comment to make.
b) There were no matters to report from PAG.
c) The meeting was referred to the response from the consultant providing explanation of service and cost. The council AUTHORISED the payment of the invoice for £627. ACTION Clerk to write to consultant seeking clarification of future estimated costs and greater invoicing transparency.

	The council 186/26. To Receive Correspondence & Communications 
a) Invitation from Fire Service for talk of fire safety and prevention.
b) Invitation from Police for talk on Fraud Protection
c) Invitation from WNC regarding Older Persons Network 
d) Police Crime Commissioner funding opportunities
	a) The council considered the invitation for talk on fire safety and noted that the field at the rear of houses along The Green had now had a fire break cut.  ACTION Clerk to write seeking assurance from landowner of future maintenance.
b) The council considered the invitation for talk on Fraud Protection 
c) The council considered the invitation from WNC regarding Older Persons Network.  ACTION Chair to include in message.
d) The meeting was referred to the PFCC funding which had been forwarded to GHPFA.  ACTION Clerk to confirm deadline for funding applications and forward link for traffic study survey.
It was RESOLVED to accept invitations for talks on Fire Safety, Fraud Protection, and Community Police. ACTION Clerk to confirm venue availability for a Friday morning and seek support from WI. 

	187/26. To receive Report on village maintenance/Highway matters
a) Update regarding the Verge along The Green  
b) Update regarding disposure of grass cutting from Little Lane 
c) Update on application for speed reductions
	a) The matter of the verge is being pursued by WNC Cllr Clarke
b) Thanks were recorded to Cllr Glennon who reported that the grass cutting along Little Lane has now been cleared away.
c) The Clerk confirmed that the application for a road speed reduction along The Green and High Street had now been submitted and awaiting response. WNC Cllr Clarke was monitoring this application. 

	188/26. To consider environmental & Biodiversity Matters 
	Cllr Hawkins advised the meeting that currently there are no recorded biodiversity details for the parish

	189/26. To consider the monthly public messages

	 There was still a vacancy for a second Flood Warden to support the council and assist John Adams. Training and equipment provided. Details can be found at 
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/flood-resilience/flood-wardens or contact the parish clerk.



Meeting closed 9.40pm


Appendix A – WNC Cllr Clarke Report
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site visit was undertaken by a Highways/Environment representative to inspect the
drainage system, no satisfactory explanation was provided regarding the cause of the
problem, the adequacy of the drainage network, or the current maintenance regime.
The key issues requiring resolution are:

i. Investigation of the source and extent of field run-off entering the village.

ii. Assessment of whether existing drains are blocked, inadequately maintained,
or insufficient in capacity.

iii. Clarification of the drainage maintenance responsibilities and schedule.

iv. ldentification and implementation of a long-term solution to prevent
recurring flooding incidents.

The village continues to experience repeated flooding events without a clear plan for
remediation or prevention.

Newport Pagnell Road (B526) closure — There has been a significant level of resident
feedback regarding the recent closure linked to the sinkhole, particularly around
advance notification, the diversion route, and the impact on adjacent villages

Poor State of Hedgerow Lime Farm Way to Leys Lane: - Highways Issue Requiring
Update The site remains in an unsatisfactory condition following the completion of
the original works, with concerns raised regarding the condition of the verge and the
presence of residual materials. While Highways has confirmed that a further site
inspection will be undertaken to assess the current condition and determine whether
any additional clearance or remedial works are necessary, the matter remains
unresolved. There is also uncertainty regarding whether any landscaping or
reinstatement works should have formed part of the original project scope. Although
the current understanding is that such works were not included, this will be reviewed
during the inspection.

i. Mike Billingham is currently awaiting an update on the outcome of the site
visit, together with confirmation of any further actions that Highways
intends to take to restore the area to an acceptable standard.

Speeding and Traffic Survey — See enclosed Summary For Information and Future
consideration.

Planning Application 2025/0069/EIA Lan North of The Green, South of Brackmills
Country Park and South West of Great Houghton - Highways implications For
Information and Future consideration.

i. Suitable measures to mitigate the impact of additional traffic generated by the
development.

ii. The principal access to the site should be from The Green west of Saucebridge
Farm, west of the junction of The Green with the unnamed road which leads
south at this point, and the development should seek to minimise additional
traffic eastwards from this point towards Great Houghton village and the
Bedford Road. The intention should be to reduce the potential for traffic use
to use The Green to the east or routes through the allocation to travel
between the Newport Pagnell Road and the Bedford Road or vice versa.
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The site access plan also shows a section of The Green beyond the site access
will be subject of a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) to close it for traffic use and
dedicate this to active travel (walking and cycling) only. To prevent visibility of
this active travel route and limit anti-social access a landscaping mound and
treatment will be introduced. Given the recent Transport Study
commissioned by the Parish Council and submitted alongside their statement
( Comments on Planning Application 2025/0069/EIA) it is crucial that this
point is addressed along with the directive from WNC to the Developers
Agent, (David Lock Associates) that they would need to meet the evidence
contained in it.

The Parish Council, however, remains most concerned with the cumulative
effect of this and other nearby developments (Hampton Green), using the
same access roads, and the serious adverse impact of increased traffic
through the village. It seeks as a requirement for approval:

1. that the Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) to close it for traffic use and
dedicate this to active travel (walking and cycling) only.

2. That the proposed emergency vehicle Access is permanently
controlled and managed to prevent inappropriate use or any further
development of access.

3. That the road from Newport Pagnell Road turning though the village
to the Bedford Road turning be restricted to HGV vehicles

4. That appropriate and agreed traffic calming measures be installed
along The Green and The High Street.

5. That the current 60mph speed limit from NP road to the village be
reduced to 40mph. That the current 30mph speed limit be reduced
to an enforceable 20mph speed limit on roads throughout the
village and this restriction to commence further along The Green,
beyond the Village sign.
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Meeting with Sam Simons, WNC Service Manager (SS)
Councillor Stephen Clarke (SC)
At One Angel Square
Thursday 6 August 2026
1.00 pm

Extract of the Agenda for Great Houghton Items

1. GREAT HOUGHTON:

a.

Leys Lane resurfacing — WNC had previously set out a way forward, with the last
Highways correspondence to GHPC dated 8 September and 7 November 2025.

Following previous discussions and site visits, an agreement was reached between
West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) and the Parish Council regarding the sharing

of the cost of resurfacing of Leys Lane.

WNC's responsibility: Resurface Leys Lane from its junction with The Green
up to and including the entrance of both the Parish Council car park and the
pumping station.

Parish Council's responsibility: Shared cost of the work together with the
Reinstatement of the road markings after resurfacing, including the provision
of a clearly marked pedestrian footway linking the new footpath to the car
park.

The arrangement was intended to improve the condition of the lane while
ensuring safe pedestrian access between the footpath and the car park.
Expected costs & Timescale: The Parish Council needs to be provided with a
quote for their expected costs and a timescale for the completion of the work
by WNC.

b. Slope and steps to the footpath/cycleway — | hold earlier WNC correspondence from
24 March, 20 August 2025, and 5 January 2026.

C.

Highways Issue Summary Despite sustained campaigning, only limited
progress has been made on the footpath/cycleway linking Glebe Lane to
Brackmills Wood. Following confirmation that West Northamptonshire
Council, as landowner, is responsible for the route, a maintenance budget was
secured and vegetation clearance along the former railway bed is now being
undertaken regularly. However, the more significant safety concerns remain
unresolved. No progress has been made on repairing the embankment, which
has developed substantial and potentially dangerous surface cracks, nor on
addressing the poor condition of the steps leading down to the railway bed.
These outstanding issues continue to pose risks to users and require urgent
attention.

Determine and fund the active travel route from Great Houghton to
Northampton: The need for villagers to use mobility scooters and other
wheeled devices such as wheeled mobility aids, mobility devices, or
micromobility devices.

Drainage and gully cleaning — Highways Issue Requiring Resolution There is a

longstanding and unresolved flooding problem affecting The Green and the High

Street, caused by substantial surface water run-off from fields at the top of the village.

The issue is being exacerbated by blocked drains and concerns that the existing

drainage infrastructure is inadequate to cope with the volume of water. Although a





Sig/Init,,,,       1       Great Houghton   Parish Counci l   Minutes of  the   Ordinary Council  Meeting of Great Houghton Parish Council  on Tuesday  1 5  September   2026 held at the Village Hall commencing at 7.30pm.    

In Attendance : Cllr S Williams, Cllr R Shaw, Cllr  M Barham, Cllr J Havard, Cllr K Barker, Cllr G  Glennon  Also, in Attendance : M Billingham Clerk,   WNC Cllr S Clarke, L  (Redacted) , A & P Wright,  S Shepherd, L & M Cummins  

 

1 8 0 /2 6 .  Opening Procedures   a)   To receive and approve apologies for  absence:   b)   To approve the minutes of the   Annual   Parish  Council Meeting held on  T uesday  18 August   2026   c)   To receive declaration of interests  related to the business on the  agenda.  a)   Apologies were received from Rev. Kris  Seward   b)   The minutes of the ordinary council meeting  held on Tuesday 18 August 2026 were   APPROVED.   c)   There were no declaration of interests  relating to agenda items.  

Members are reminded that the disclosure of a Disclosable Pecuniary  `1   will require that the member withdraws  from the meeting room during the transaction of that item of business )  

1 8 1 /26 .   Public Participation  Section        The   tenant at  f ield introduced herself and discussed field  issues .   Purpose for grazing sheep and lambing. To be accessible  by all for viewing. Not going to be a petting farm.   Other  residents present raised concerns relating to footpath and  fencing.   See minute 184/26(a) below.  

Members of the public are invited to address the council. limited to 15 minutes maximum with individual  contributions limited to 3 minutes )  

1 8 2 /26 . To receive  following  Reports   a)   To receive report  from West  Northamptonshire  Councillors     b)   To receive  reports from Police  /  PLR .    c)   To receive report  from Great Houghton  Playing Field  Association   d)   To receive  and  note  SAS traffic  report.   e)   To receive  and  consider draft  Wellbeing Survey  Summary Rep o rt  a)   W NC Cllr Clarke reported .    Further n ear  m iss Robin House  calling for a site visit . Concerns over fencing asked for  guidance. Awaiting response from Highways met with  highways to discus s   GHPC concerns. Will be escalating matters .  ( See appendix A ) .     b)   The crime report for August confirmed Criminal Damage and  possession of bladed article within the village. Assault without  injury and  criminal damage to vehicle at Bedford Road/The  Lakes.   PLR suggested s urgery with Community Police .  ( See  minute 186/26 below ) .   c)   Arrangements are in hand for the WI centenary at the village  hall. GHPFA and  GHPC   are being asked to contribute to the  cost .  The theme being a century of cream teas. Historic  presentation being compiled by GHPFA .   It was  RESOLVED   that the council would contribute one third of the hall fees.     d)   The SAS Traffic report for August was received and noted.   e)   The meeting was referred to the draft wellbeing survey  summary  report and the welcome pack.   Due to lack of time this  matter was deferred to the next council meeting.  

