
Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting of Great Houghton Parish Council on Tuesday 20 October 2026 held at the Village Hall commencing at 7.30pm.

	In Attendance: Cllr S Williams, Cllr R Shaw, Cllr M Barham, Cllr J Havard, Cllr K Barker, Cllr R Hawkins
	Also, in Attendance: M Billingham PC, WNC Cllr S Clarke, J Adams Flood Warden, one member of public



	190/26. Opening Procedures
a) To receive and approve apologies for absence:
b) To approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 15 September 2026
c) To receive declaration of interests related to the business on the agenda.
	a) Apologies for absence were received from, Cllr G Glennon.
b) The minutes of the ordinary council meeting held on Tuesday 15 September 2026 were APPROVED
c) There were no declaration of interests relating to agenda items.

	Members are reminded that the disclosure of a Disclosable Pecuniary `1 will require that the member withdraws from the meeting room during the transaction of that item of business)

	191/26. Public Participation Section  
a) To consider procedure for recording and publication of names of public members attending
	 The meeting was referred to confidentiality issues raised by non-attending resident following previous issues and subsequent advice from NCALC. It was RESOLVED: All those attending the council meeting will be required to sign the attendance registration form (fire & Safety Regs).  Councillors’ names are required to be recorded in the minutes. The names of those representing other organisations will be recorded in the minutes. The names of members of the public will not be recorded in the minutes. Speakers’ names will be retained by the council.

	Members of the public are invited to address the council. limited to 15 minutes maximum with individual contributions limited to 3 minutes)

	192/26. To receive following Reports
a) To receive report from West Northamptonshire Councillors 
b) To receive reports from Police / PLR. 

c) To receive report from Great Houghton Playing Field Association



d) To receive and note SAS traffic report


e) To receive and consider draft Wellbeing Survey Summary Report
	a) WNC Cllr Clarke provided a report on matters relating to the parish (see appendix A). The council was most grateful for the assistance provided by Cllr Clarke in addressing issues of concern.
b) The crime report for September listed 1 x burglary of home in village, no crime on Brackmills, burglary at business, criminal damage Vehicles, vehicle theft. Public fear/alarm, Theft other (hotel) at Bedford Rd and The Lakes. Cllr Barham advised the meeting that the Police Surgery arranged for the 27 October 26 at the village hall was cancelled.
c) The meeting was referred to the GHPFA report from Cllr Barham (see Appendix B). Questions were asked relating to the fire exit at the rear of the hall that was not accessible. J Adams advised that there was a problem with the paving slabs outside which were unsafe. ACTION GHPFA Cllr representatives to raise issue at next GHPFA meeting and to advise that GHPC willing to consider funding for repair.
d) The SAS Traffic Report for September was received and noted. Significant reduction in average daily vehicles (August) but increase in number of vehicles above speed limit 
e) The meeting considered the draft community wellbeing summary report that had been compiled jointly with GHPFA and others which was APPROVED for wider circulation. ACTION Cllr Hawkins to produce short summary for publication on website, noticeboards and Parish News. It is envisaged that agreed objectives will be fed into the Great Houghton Wellbeing Plan.

	193/26. To receive and approve the Finance & Administration Report 
a) To approve the Receipts and Payment Accounts end of September 2026
b) To confirm payments to be authorised











c) To consider arrangements for renewal of GHPC insurance (March 2027)  


d) To consider transport funding application 
	a) The accounts to the end of September 2026 were APPROVED with a balance of £60,834.64 and no outstanding payments.
b) The following payments were AUTHORISED
	Amazon
	Card
	Stapler
	13.95
	2.33

	Post Office
	Card
	Stamps
	14.56
	

	CeX Webuy
	Card
	Mob Phone
	48
	

	Parish Clerk
	T00562
	Salary
	859.97
	

	HMRC
	T00563
	PAYE
	435.36
	

	C Humphrey
	T00564
	Parish News
	30.00
	

	Rogers Quickprint
	T00565
	Parish News
	297.00
	

	Rogers Quickprint
	T00566
	Leaflets
	50.00
	

	HGM
	T00567
	Maintenance (1294)
	300.00
	50.00

	HGM
	T00568
	Maintenance (1313)
	300.00
	50.00

	SLCC
	T00569
	Training
	102.00
	17.00

	Parish Clerk
	T00570
	Expenses
	36.38
	

	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL TO BE PAID
	
	
	2487.22
	119.33



c) The meeting was referred to the extract of minute: 145/26 (b) It was proposed that a jointly constructed enquiry be made to the brokers prior to renewal in order to avoid any unnecessary duplication. ACTION GHPFA Cllr Representatives to raise matter at next GHPFA meeting
d) The meeting was referred to recent information received relating to transport funding. ACTION Clerk to forward details to council responsible for Village Hopper.


	194/26. To receive the Clerks Report.
a) Update on concerns relating to Glebe Lane, rights of way, location of gate





b) Update on arrangements made for respective talks at the village hall 

c) Operation of Community Speed Camera










d) Review of Parish Noticeboard Policy





e) Problems with Webmail account – Good Housekeeping

	a) The Clerk had a site meeting with the agent for the landowner, the tenant and the Rights of Way Officer regarding KU11 & KU19 footpaths. The correct location of the footpaths was identified and the new fencing now installed provides full access to both, currently ending at their respective hedgerows. KU11 will remain with access through to Brackmills Fire Break but WNC will not maintain it. It is hoped that access from the end of KU19 through to the adjoining land, will be obtained, if it becomes the SANG included in the Wymersley Green proposals. WNC will maintain both footpaths.
b) The clerk confirmed the arrangements made for the discussion group talks. The council was most grateful for the support being offered by WI in providing the refreshments. Both talks have been publicised by way of, Parish News, Website, Notice Boards and Facebook.
c) The clerk advised that regrettably, of the six planned community speed camera operations, three had to be cancelled due to the number of attendees not meeting the minimum required (3). A better way of operation needs to be determined. Currently volunteers include, in addition to three councillors, three residents who have attended. The clerk acts as the administrator, ensuring equipment supplied, documents and reports completed. It may be better if a larger group of residents could organise the times and dates of operation between them. ACTION Clerk to seek to extend group, and to develop communication via WhatsApp. Further ACTION. Clerk to forward details to J Adams willing to join group.
d) Increased community group interests and activities were creating increasing demand for public notice with limited available space on the notice boards. Restricting the size of notices to a maximum A5 would assist as well as further consideration of standing notices. It was RESOLVED to amend the policy accordingly. ACTION Clerk to notify community groups.
e) Councillors are reminded of the need to ensure ‘good housekeeping’ by ensuring that they regularly delete emails that are no longer relevant or download and save them to their respective devices, especially those that contain large attachments. Ensuring that they empty their ‘waste bins’ to free up space.

	 195/26. To Receive and Consider Planning Matters
a) To consider the Annual Planning Report













b) To receive report from PAG



c) To further consider review of Neighbourhood Development Plan
	a) 2026/3820/HH 24 The Green. The council considered this application and had no comment to make. 
2026/3530/HH 75 High Street. The council was concerned with the lack of application details available for consideration. The council objects to this application as it would create significant safety concerns and issues for motorists, by way of parking, highway safety, with greatly restricted vision on access and egress, at this particular pinch-point in the road with cars opposite having the right to half park on the pavement. Parking manoeuvres would create considerable traffic issues.  It would also create a serious risk of injury by trip or fall to pedestrians using exposed steps and walkway. It would amount to a significantly adverse change to the street scene, being at the very edge of the conservation area and not at all in keeping with adjoining properties.
WNC Local Plan Reg 19. The was referred to the confirmation from the planning consultant of the limited charge for any further advice and representations. ACTION Clerk to enquire with consultant as to our Reg18 Response submission and whether or not anything further needed to be added for further Reg 19 consultation.
b) There were no matters to be considered by the PAG. A request had been made to ACRE regarding housing survey. The meeting was referred to the response received from ACRE regarding Housing Needs Survey which was considered. ACTION Clerk to respond to questions raised by ACRE. 
c) The meeting was referred to the further response received from Nigel Ozier Planning consultant explaining fees and charging structure.  It was RESOLVED To instruct Nigel to go ahead with the proposed neighbourhood plan review.

	196/26. To Receive Correspondence & Communications 
a) Correspondence from Resident Glebe Lane regarding field & gate
	a) The meeting was referred to further correspondence received from resident regarding Glebe Lane. The clerk advised that he had taken the opportunity of discussing the matter of moving the gate with the agent for the landowner, who was going to discuss further with tenant of the horse field. The tenant of the sheep field was supportive of having the gate moved and offered to also speak to other parties.

	197/26. To receive Report on village maintenance/Highway matters
a) Update on site visit with WNC and Kier Representative  
b) Update on application for speed reductions
c) To consider issue of increased incidents of irresponsible dog owners not cleaning up after their pet.
	a) The meeting was referred to the report from Cllr Barker (Appendix C) who attended the recent site meeting with WNC Cllr Clarke and Sam Simmons. Some work had been evidenced on drains along the High Street. Assurances were provided on other matters but the slope down to railbed remains a problem.
b) The clerk advised the meeting that the application for speed reduction along The Green and the High Street had been approved by WNC Highways.
c) Concern expressed regarding increase in dog-fouling incidents. ACTION Reminder to dog owners to be included in public message 

	198/26. To further consider Great Houghton Welcome Pack

	The clerk Provided copies of the updated welcome pack for councillors to pass on as an introduction to new neighbours. Further copies of the ‘parking on pavements’ leaflets were also provided for councillors to place under the window wiper of any offending vehicle.

	. (see Appendix D199/26. To consider upgrade of website and its provider

	The meeting was referred to submission from Cllr Hawkins regarding other councils’ sites and providers. Change of provider was not considered necessary, at this time. ACTION Clerk to enquire with current provided on possible future upgrades. 

	198/26. To consider environmental & Biodiversity Matters 
a) To consider notes from NALC Climate Changes & Biodiversity Session
	The meeting was referred to the notes previously circulated by Cllr Hawkins regarding the NALC Climate & Biodiversity session that she had attended (see appendix D)

	199/26. To consider the monthly public messages

	· Please be a responsible dog owner and clean up after your pet.
· Be careful with fireworks and bonfires and mindful of children and pets.  
· Be sure to Check out your Flue & Covid vaccination entitlement 
· Further Volunteers for Community Speed Camera and a further Flood Warden urgently required. Contact the clerk for further information.


Meeting closed 9.25


SIGNATURE…………………………………………			DATED……………………………………


Appendix A – WNC Cllr Stephen Clarke Report

Following a Highways near-miss at Robin House, Great Houghton concerns remain about visibility when exiting the driveway. Although Highways advises there is no straightforward solution, they have agreed to meet with the Home Manager on 23 October 2026 at 10.30 am. Following concerns about proposed fencing affecting access to Footpath KU11, Great Houghton, a Rights of Way inspection on 30 September 2026 confirmed that both KU11 and KU19 footpaths remain open and accessible. The officer is satisfied that the tenant has met their legal obligations and that public access along the recorded routes is protected. It is important to note that KU19 is not along the field edge but it is legally through the field itself, about 60 metres from the edge. The walked line is not the legal line. To add a new public right of way (footpath) legally with WNC, you must submit a formal application or order depending on whether you are modifying the legal Definitive Map or creating a new path via a Public Path Order. https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/rights-way-and-searches/definitive-map On 23 September 2026, WNC's Speed Limit Review Panel approved Great Houghton Parish Council’s requests for a 20mph speed limit on High Street and a 40mph limit on Preston Deanery Road. The scheme will now progress through the Traffic Regulation Order and consultation process before new signage is installed. A positive outcome has been achieved following a recent fly-tipping incident on Olney Road, Yardley Hastings. On 22 September 2026, Corrine Mason confirmed that the offender was issued with a £1,000 Fixed Penalty Notice, which has now been paid in full, highlighting the council's commitment to tackling environmental crime. On 8 October 2026, the Government approved the Green Hill Solar Farm despite strong local opposition. While Ministers said the scheme will support energy security and net-zero targets, many residents and campaigners remain disappointed, maintaining that the impact on Northamptonshire's countryside and rural communities has been overlooked. Throughout the process, I objected to the scale of the development and raised concerns on residents' behalf about the volume and routing of HGV construction traffic through West Northamptonshire. Local MPs Sarah Bool and Stuart Andrew, along with myself, criticised the decision and paid tribute to the residents, parish councils and community groups who campaigned tirelessly against the scheme. Views are being sought on a new Transport Strategy setting out a long term vision for improving transport across Northampton as it continues to grow and develop. The deadline for comments is 15 November 2026.
West Northamptonshire Council is forecasting a £13.1 million overspend in 2026/27, largely due to rising demand for Children's Services and Adult Social Care. So far, £20 million of the Council's £29 million savings target has been delivered, with further savings planned through service efficiencies, technology and restructuring. These measures aim to address current pressures and help reduce the projected budget gap for 2027/28. A public consultation on the 2027/28 budget will take place later this year as part of the Council's statutory budget-setting process. Full details are available in my Monthly Report
West Northamptonshire Council has launched a new Community Transport Grant Programme, with £101,000 available to help organisations start or expand local transport services. Funding, minibuses, or a combination of both are available, with applications closing at 10am on 23 November 2026. Contact communitygrants@westnorthants.gov.uk for details and application forms. Community and voluntary organisations can apply for grants of £1,000 to £7,500 through West Northamptonshire Council’s Neighbourhood Fund. The funding could help support Great Houghton’s proposed Health and Wellbeing projects. Applications close at 10am on 30 November 2026. For an application form, email laps@westnorthants.gov.uk. In September 2026, WNC approved its first Local Nature Recovery Strategy, reported improving air quality, and clashed with the government over a reset of its future Local Plan. West Northamptonshire Council has formally challenged Government intervention in its Local Plan process. Following the Planning Policy Committee's decision to restart the Plan under the new planning framework, ministers directed the Council to continue with the existing draft. The Council has responded, arguing that intervention is unnecessary and could lead to further delays. The Regulation 19 consultation on the emerging West Northamptonshire Local Plan opened on 5 October 2026. Residents, businesses and stakeholders can comment on whether the Plan is legally compliant and sound before it is submitted for examination. Find out more and have your say via the WNC consultation website. See my Monthly Report. The NHS vaccination van will be visiting locations across West Northamptonshire throughout October, offering eligible people flu and COVID-19 vaccinations on a walk-in basis. No appointment is required. Simply attend one of the clinics listed in my Monthly Report. Ten additional locations across West Northamptonshire will soon join the Council’s traffic enforcement programme following Cabinet approval. The new sites include banned turns at Upton Valley Way East, Collingwood Road and Abington Square; yellow box junction enforcement at St Peter’s Way, Cliftonville Road, Harborough Road, Weedon Road and Mere Way; and no-entry enforcement at St Giles’ Square.
Book Bingo launched in LibraryPlus libraries across North and West Northamptonshire this month, encouraging adults to rediscover the joy of reading. Complete six reading challenges by 13 March 2027 for a chance to win a £50 book token. As a member of the official opposition, my focus remains firmly on standing up for our communities and ensuring local voices are heard. I am proud to have worked tirelessly to help resolve one of our area's most complex planning enforcement issues, while also making progress on important concerns such as fly-tipping and the many individual cases brought to me by residents and parish councils. Thank you for your continued support, feedback, and engagement throughout what has been a demanding month. It is a privilege to represent our ward, and I am always happy to listen and help wherever I can, so please do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any questions, concerns, or ideas

Appendix B – GHPFA Report – Cllr M Barham

1 No accounts available as Linda Browett was away on holiday.
2 Bonfire night all arranged by David Lawrence and actioned in line with Fire Officer recommendations. for Sat. 7th. Nov. Entry will be by card only and no cash to be taken on entry.
3 Halloween Party also arranged for Sat.31st Oct doors open at 5.30pm.
4 ROSPA quote with Peter Hawkins for maintenance and/or repair of playground and exercise equipment.
5 Renovation of Hall inside and out still continuing and will continue until all completed.
6 A band will play in the hall on Sat 7th. Nov. after firework display finishes at around 8.30pm.
7 As rear door and fire exit currently not working, I asked the Chairman to check that in terms of insurance for the hall and also for public liability that we are still have adequate cover. My concern is that this door was originally stipulated to be a fire exit.
8 Bookings for use of the hall came under discussion as recently problems have arisen with requests being activated slowly or not correctly. It is appreciated that Shane has volunteered to do this work whilst still running his own business and the Chairman is working with Shane to resolve this problem.
9 Lisa Davies has kindly promoted hall activities on Facebook and the Parish magazine.


Appendix C - Report on Site visit of village maintenance issues – Cllr K Barker 

        * Re-Surfacing Leys Lane  -  WNC currently envisages that the resurfacing of Leys Lane will be completed by April 2027.  We will be responsible for any white lines that needs to be added.

        * Hedgerow Lime Farm Way to Leys Lane - removal of rocks and broken tree boughs - The removal of rocks and broken tree boughs is planned to take place at the same time as the Leys lane resurfacing, although it may be brought forward if finances allow.

        * Condition of the slope and steps leading to the footpath/cycleway - The condition of the slope remains a major issue, and WNC does not currently expect funding to be available to resolve this in the foreseeable future.  The steps, however, will be investigated and repaired before April 2027

        * Drainage & Gully cleaning within the village - The drains and gulleys are due to be cleaned in December 2026, if there is any flooding before then, WNC has indicated that it will investigate and address the issues.

        * road safety improvements measure at the junction of Leys Lane - moving speed sign further along road before bend - cutting back hedgerow - blind junction pre-warning sign. - As a reduction in speed limits and moving the signs further back along The Green is already being investigated, we will have to wait for the outcome of that investigation.  In the meantime, we can apparently apply to WNC for various signs to warn drivers that they are approaching a 30mph speed limit !! 

Highways going to investigate whether the hedges on the corner of Leys Lane can be cut back, as he was unsure whether they are on WNC land.  I pointed out that the Anglian Water fence line is some distance behind the bushes, so it is likely that the hedgerow is the responsibility of WNC.  If the bushes are confirmed to be on WNC property, we may be able to have them cut back in the next few months.
          
If any Councillors have any Fix My Street reports relating to any of these issues, could you please forward them onto Stephen Clarke, who will ensure that they are passed onto Highways.

Appendix D - Climate Changes & Biodiversity Session -Cllr R Hawkins

NALC Climate Change & Biodiversity Session – Summary Notes for Great Houghton Parish Council
1. Overview
The NALC session focused on practical climate‑related actions parish councils can take, with examples from councils across England. Many councils have successfully applied for grants, engaged volunteers, and delivered projects that improve biodiversity, resilience, and community wellbeing.
A key message was that small actions add up, and parish councils should consider where their efforts sit within wider climate action frameworks.
2. Examples of Parish Council Climate & Biodiversity Projects
2.1 Biodiversity Improvements
Several parish councils have:
· Applied for grants to improve biodiversity in their areas.
· Run local consultations to identify priorities.
· Benefited from volunteers, including residents with specialist skills and local businesses.
Examples included:
· Improving walking routes by focusing on accessibility and habitat protection.
· Creation of community vegetable areas or allotments.
· Bird box and insect box workshops, often run as community events.
· Plant exchanges and talks encouraging residents to garden in ways that support biodiversity.
· Community fridges to reduce food waste.
· Clothing banks to reduce textile waste.
2.2 Wildlife & Green Space Enhancements
Councils have introduced:
· Wildlife trails designed to be accessible and engaging for children.
· Tree planting and habitat creation, especially in new developments.
· Water butts installed across the parish to support sustainable water use.
2.3 Village Hall Improvements
Some councils have improved their village halls to act as community refuges  (or hubs during:
· Extreme heat
· Power cuts
· Winter cold spells
Improvements included:
· Solar panels
· Battery storage
· Better insulation
· Air conditioning powered by renewable energy
A few councils reported village halls closing due to poor insulation, high energy costs, and ageing populations — highlighting the importance of early action.
2.4 Repair Cafés & Waste Reduction
Several councils have set up:
· Repair cafés
· Tool‑sharing schemes
· Carpool schemes

3. Keep Britain Tidy – Green Flag & Climate Resilience
Keep Britain Tidy spoke about:
· Supporting parish councils to achieve Green Flag Awards for parks and green spaces.
· Designing spaces for heat resilience, higher winds, and other climate impacts already being experienced.
· Offering workshops and advice to councils.
This may be relevant for the proposed SANG e.g. to influence how it is designed.
4. Climate Action Framework – Emissions Scopes
NALC advised councils to consider which emissions scope their actions relate to:
Scope 1 – Direct emissions
Emissions from assets the council owns or controls (e.g., village hall heating system, council vehicles).
Scope 2 – Indirect energy emissions
Emissions from purchased electricity or energy (e.g., electricity used in the village hall).
Scope 3 – Wider indirect emissions
Emissions from activities the council influences but does not directly control (e.g., resident travel, waste disposal, procurement, community events).
Councils were encouraged to map actions to these scopes to help prioritise and communicate impact.
NALC will be sharing further guidance and good practice examples.
5. Carbon Calculators
Speakers noted that several carbon calculators exist. They can help councils:
· Understand their baseline emissions
· Support funding bids
· Identify priority areas for action
· Track progress over time
6. Wildfire Risk – Emerging Issue
Summer wildfires were highlighted as a new and growing risk for many parishes.
Actions other councils are taking:
· Adding wildfire considerations to local plans and risk registers.
· Ensuring new housing is designed with wildfire‑avoidance best practice.
· Installing or identifying firefighting equipment in high‑risk areas.
· Using WhatsApp, Facebook, and other channels to send alerts.
· Running campaigns (especially aimed at younger smokers) about safe disposal of cigarettes.
· Advice on clearing broken glass and removing waste quickly.
NALC will also be sharing good practice on this and on  flooding.
7.  Local plan
One council that was small, but has doubled due to new development emphasised the importance of :
· Including in the local plan that any new development needs to be designed with both flooding and the risk of fire 
· The importance of early planning to cope with any new development
· Using new developments as opportunities to secure funding
· Engaging volunteers and local businesses early
· Applying for biodiversity, resilience, and community grants

8. Implications for Great Houghton – Possible Actions to Consider
8.1 SANG
As the SANG proposal develops, the Parish Council may wish to influence its design to include:
· Climate‑resilient planting and tree selection
· Wildlife‑friendly habitats
· Accessible wildlife trails
· Water management features (e.g., sponge areas for flood mitigation and cooling)
· Biodiversity‑focused landscaping
· Educational signage
· Waste‑reduction initiatives (e.g., community fridge or clothing bank)
8.2 Village Hall & Playing Field
I have a question, should we be considering supporting developments involving the village hall.  For example esp as a potential refuge (warm or cool hub).  It would involve things like:  
· Solar panels and battery storage
· Improved insulation
· Replacement of the boiler with a low‑carbon alternative
· Air conditioning powered by renewable energy
· Creating a spongy biodiversity‑friendly area in the playing field (A spongy area (sometimes called a sponge zone) is a patch of land designed to absorb excess water in wet periods and slowly release it during dry spells, helping manage flooding and drought in a natural, climate‑resilient way.)
And would need funding. 
8.3 Risk Register
The Parish Council may wish to:
· Add wildfire risk as a new category
· Review maintenance of high‑risk areas
· Consider communication channels for emergency alerts
· Link climate resilience actions to the Village Wellbeing Plan
8.4 Local plan
Incorporating climate change into the local plan (see section 7).
8. NALC Resources
NALC provides:
· Climate action guidance
· Case studies
· Templates
· Good practice examples
· Upcoming resources on flooding and wildfire resilience
Councils were encouraged to use these materials to support local planning.
Summary
The session highlighted that small, practical actions can collectively make a meaningful difference. Many councils are already taking steps to improve biodiversity, reduce emissions, strengthen resilience, and support older or vulnerable residents. Great Houghton may wish to consider how these examples align with existing priorities, the Village Wellbeing Plan, and the emerging SANG proposal.
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